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NARRATIVE 


Of the Late TRYAL of 


M” James Mitchel 


: Oo 
Conyenticle-Preacher, 
Who was Executed the 18th of Janrary laſt, for an Attempt which 'he 
madeon the Sacred Perſon of the Archbiſhop of S., Andrews, 


To which is Anncxe]l, 


An Account of the TRYAL of that m: ſt- wicked Phariſte Major: 
THOMAS WEIR , who was Fxecuted far Adultery, Inceſt and 
Beſtiality: 


In which 


Are many Obſervable paſſages, eſpecially relating to the pres 
ſcat Afﬀeairs of Church and 8tate, 
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Received your Letter , wherein you charge me with unkindneſs for 
] having negle&edto write unto you ſor the laſtſix months;and you alſo 
A te!l me,you cannot imagine what hath made me ſo ſilent all this while, 

that others have fent their Correſpondents in England ſo many letters 
of Scottiſh News. But what you ſeem to make an aggravation of my 
fault, I muſtretort upon you in my own defence, and tel! you plainly, that 
being a Perſon uncapable to write certainties in State-matters, and too 
honeſtto write lyes, I cauld not prevail with my ſe'f to follow the ill ex- 
ample of many of my Country-men , whereof ſome maliciouſly Wrote 
their own Forgeries, and ſome out of weakneſs their Jealouſies, and Fears, 


and all pretending to underſtand not only what were, but what would 


be the Intrigues of ZZalyrud-Houſe, fill'd their Muddiman-letters with 
their own Inventions, inſtead of real Truth. 
The Reports which theſe Inſtruments of Miſchief ſerit to London, re- 


. bounded as quickly hither again ; and conſidering how fooliſhly ſome , 


and how maliciouſly others of their ſtories were contriv'd, I cannot but 


' ſigh for the unhappineſs ofmy Countrey,where theſe coyners and diſper- 
;ſers of falſe News, like the falſe Prophets in the Kingdom of /ſrae/, are 


a National judgment, and a grievous Plague both to Church and State. 

Therefore, let me prevail with you for the time to come, to give as 
little credit to the flying Reports, which are ſent from our Country, as 
I do tothoſe which are ſent from yours ;and that we may both grow wi- 
ſer by other mens Follies, and take ſurer meaſures in our future correſpun- 
dence, give me leave to propoſe , that we write nothing hereafter, but 
matters of Fa&, and confine our ſelvesto relate ſuch uſeful, and worthy 
Contingencies, as might become an Hiſtorian of his own Age. By ob- 
ſerving this rule, we ſhall keep our ſelves withinthe fafe bounds ofPrudence; 
and Duty,and profit one another by our mutual correſpendence, without a- 
bug the credulity ofthe vulgar,or injuring the Miniſters of publick 
Afairs. 

Wherefore, thatTI may put my own advice into yon and bea good 
example to my ownrule, the Subject of this Letter ſhall bea faithſu! Nar- 


_ rative of the Tryal, Condemnation , and Execution of one of our Pres- 


byterian Preachers, who madean attempt on the Sacred Perſon of the 

Archbiſhopof St. Andrews in the month of July, 1658. TheStory is ve- 

ry comprehenſive, and will inviteme toſpeak of many particular _— 
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and perſons, and it will be difficu't for me to paſs _— it all without 
touching a little upon publick Afairs, in doing of which, I ſhall endea- 
vour to perform the part of a faithfull Hiſtorian, in keeping to my rule of 
Writing nothing but matter of Fact. 

I havealready fix'd the beginning of this Story in the month of July, 
16638. But the execrable wretch reſalved to do the Fact 2.years before 
hedidit, and languiſh'd a'l the time for want of an opportunity to exe- 
cute his inhumane deſign.. At laſt, having obſerv d,. that. the Lord Pri- 
mate us'd always to go about this Town in his Coach, hereſolv'd to Piſtol 
him in it; and accordingly on Saturday of the afgreſaid month diſcharged 
a Piſtol, loaden with three Bullets at him, which were intercepted by 
the arm of the Lord Biſhop of Orkney, who at the ſame.inftant was get- 
ting into his Graces Coach: As ſoon as he had ſhot, he walked faſt away, 
and as he croſſed the Street, the Primate. got a view of his tace. . He was 
not immediately purſued; which gave him opportunity to eſcape into 
the Houſe of one Fergy/on an ejefted Miniſter,which being in an obſcure 
plac : ofthe Town, he had prepar'd for a retreat, in caſe he could get ſafe 
thither. - | 

There having diſguiſed himſe'f by putting on a Periwig, and changing 
his Clothes, he immediatzly went into the Street again, and made as great 
a buſle! as any in the throng to find out the 4ſafin, who had ſhot at the 
Primate, and, as he hop'd, had kill'd him in his Coach. He was known 
by none inthe crowd, but by three of his Conſederates, who had come to 
Town on purpoſe toaſliſt him in his bloody deſign. 

Their deſignations, or Titles were Barſcoh, Mandroget, and Mayor 
Lermouth, who had been Ring-leaders inthe Rebellion at Pentland-Hils, 
in the year 1668. The Aſaſi».zoyn'd hirnſelf with theſe three ; and after 
a Conſultation what they ſhould do for their further ſecurity, they una- 
nimouſly reſolv'd to retire ito the Garden of Sir Archibald Primroſe, the 
now Fzſtice General,- or to ſpeak in your Phraſe, the Lord Chief Fuſtice ; 
who had for many yerrs the misfortune to be eiteem'd a favourer, and. 
encourager of the Fanatical Fa&tion, though it be hard to imagine how 
a man tiat hath got:en ſo great an Eſtate by the Kings Royal Bounty, 
ſhou'd have ſo m .ch {avourſor the worſt of His Subjets, un'els he hath. 
loſt il ſenſe of Gratitude and Honour. . 

Certa:n. it is,that there are ſuch Moaſters of diſloyaity,and Ingratitude 
in th? World ;and as certain it i5,{(though he be not one of them)that rhe 
cred:t Iz hath wit!1 that party enco iragd this Murnivalof Rebels, and 
Muzrd<rers t2fhe:ter themſeives the following night within his Precincts, 
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rather than any other Man's in this populous Town. But the morning 
approaching,they thought it ſafer to quit the Town, and the orher three 
conducting Mr. James Mitchel( for that's the name of this abominable 
Man) he made a final eſcape by their aſſiſtance, and was never after ſeen, 
in this Country, till the latter end of 1673.- Inthis Interval betwixt Fly 
68. and the latter end of 73. he had rambled through Z7o/land, England, 
and /reland; from whence he return'd to his Country, reſolv'd (asitſeems) 
to aſſaſſin the Primate again. Not long atter his return he married, and 
repair'd with his Wife to Edinburgh, preſuming, that atter morethen five 
years abſence, he might live z»cognito here, at leaſt ſo long, till he could 
find another opportunity to execute his bloody deſign. In order to which, 
he hir'd a Shop within a door or two of the Primat's Lodgings,where 
his Wife pretended to ſell Tobacco,and Brandy,and ſuch like things. 

But he had not long frequented ghere, before he was difcover'd and . 
apprehended upon ſuſpicion; and when he was taken ( which was on the | 
ſame day of the week, and in the fame place where he had formerly ſtood 
to commit the fact ) there were two Piſto's found about him, in ſize, and 
ſhape like that which the Primate ſaw him hold inhis hand, immediate- 
ly after he had ſh>t at his Grace ;and upon ſearch, they were alſo found 
to becharg'd with three bullets each. Being apprehended by Sir W:/4/- - 
am Sharp, he was immediately brought to his Brother the Primate's Lodg- 
ings ; and though a great croud had preſſed inafter him; yet his Grace 
knew him at firſt ſight from all the reſt, ( ſuch a deep impreſſionthe tran- - 
ſient view he got of him after the ſhot, had made upon him ) and going 
ſtreight-up to him, without any heſitation, he ſaid unto him,7ou,Sir, are 
the Man ; upon which the wretch trembled, and grew. pale: 

Not long after, he was conven'd before the Privy Council , and the * 
Duke of Lauderdale his Majeſties High/Commaiſſioner then ſitting inCoun- 
cil ; but he would confeſs nothing betore them ; which made the Right - 
Honourable Bord depute a Committee for his farther examination ; be- 
fore which he freely confeſſed the-fatt, and. afterwards- acknowledg'd 
and ſign'd his Confeſſion before the King's High Commiſſioner ſitting 
in Connci', with the Lord Haltonthe Trealurer Deputy,the Farl of Rothes 
Lord Chancel/or, and ſome others of the Council ſubſcrib'd as witneſle. 3 - 
and this Paper was brought at his Tryal againſt him-as a judicial confeſli- 
on of his crime. 
 Afﬀerthis examinationof him before His Majeſty's High Commiſſioner - 
ſitting in Council( which happen'd in February, 1674. ) he.was pat upon 
his Tryal in the Criminal Court, But after his Zibel which your Law 

calls . 
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-calls the Indiftment, was read, he deny'd it, and retracted the confeſſi= 
on; which he had-freely made without any promiſe of, pardon before 
the High Commiſſioner ,and the Council; upon which Sir John Nisbet 
His Majeſfties Advocate ( who, notwithſtanding his fair pretentions to the 
Church, either loves or fears the Fanatical Faction too much ) ſeem'd 
very much ſurpriz'd, and deſiſted immediately trom his proſecution, de- 
ſiring the Judges to Adjourn the Court, and from that time would ne- 
ver purſue the murderous Villain again, although he was oblig'd by his 
Office to do it, as well as by the Arch-Biſhop ; who i Cauſa Sanguinis 
would not purſue him himſelf. The Judgesalſoat that time had no great 
Stomachto ſit upon theTryal of this bloodySaint. So that the PrivyCoun- 
. cil were forc'd to ſend him Priſoner to the Baſſe( a Rock in the Forth , 
wherelI wiſh all his Brethren were) where he continued till the latter end 
- of laſt December, when the Privy Council ſent for him to be Try'd again. 

About this time it was rumour'd about Town, and Country, that the 
Whigs ( for ſo we call Fanaticks) defign'd to take off both the Archbi- 
ſhops, and ſome other Biſhops by aſlaſſination; and likewiſe vehement 
ſuſpicions, and preſumptions were found, that they had the like deſign 
on other eminent Perſons, -who were moſt concern d, and reſolved to ſee 

themreduc'd toorder andobedience. And therefore the Council thought 
it expedient,to prevent ſuch barbarous attempts, and ſecure the Lives of 
His Majeſty's faithful Mini/ters, to bring Mr. Mitchel to publick Juſtice, 
that the Remonſtrant Prebyterians of our Country might ſee,what their 
Clementsand Ravilacs were-to expeCt. 

Since the Duke of Lauderdale came laſt hither, Sir John Nisbett reſi. 
2ned his Charge, and his Majeſty put Sir George Machenzy, a Learned, 
3nd worthy Gentleman into his place; whoin obedience to the order 
of the Priv y Council, purſu'd this commonenemy of Mankind, with a 
Courage, and Zeal, that became ſuch a gallant Man, and a good Chriſti- 
an : although he foreſaw, he muſt for ever diſoblige that implacable 
party, which hath ſwornto extirpate Epiſcopacy here. 

You may eaſily judge with what deliberation, and caution this miſ< 
creants Proceſs was made: Seeing his Tryal wasdependant four days:for 
he was arraigned on Monday to the ſeventh of Faxuaryin theMorning, 
and received not Sentence till the following Thurſday at two in the Af 
ternoon. As the Privy Coun:il were very juſt, ſo wer- they exceeding 
merciful to this inhumane Man: for at the inſtance of his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate, they commanded Sir George Lockhart, one of the beſt Lawyers 


cfthis Nation, to.be ofhis Counſel, and had he been the greateſt w__ 
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of three kingdoms, his caufe could not have been more ſtrenuoufly de- 
fended, nor his Proceſs made with more care. 
The firſt day was ſpent in reading the Libel and diſcuſſing ſome pre- 
atory doubts, neceſſary to be determined by an/nterlocatory ſentence, 
fore the Aſie, which you call the Jury, could be impannell'd, and 
the witneſſes ſworn. The doubts were three. Firſt, whether that confeſli- 
on,which the Paxxel(for ſo we call the Priſoner at the Bar,) made before 
the King's High Commiſſioner, and the Privy Conncil ſitting inCouncil 
were Judicial or Extrajudicial ? I he rains was: whether if this con- 
feſfion ſhould be made appear to upon hopes, or promiſe of pardon; it 
ſhould not ſervefor the Pannels exculpation? And the third was, whether 
by a certainAct of Parhament made for the ſecurity of his Majeſty's privy 
Counſellers, and Officers, the attempted aſſaſſinage of the Primate, who 
was, and is, a Privy Counſeller, were capital , or no ? All which preli- 
minaries the Judges deliberated upon, and debated among themſelves on 
Tueſday, and on Wedneſday following pronounced their /uterlocutory in 
the affirmative upon the ſeveral heads. 
You may perceive by the terms wherein I am forc'd to couch the 
Narrative of his Tryal,that we have much of the C:v2/ 
* Duck de uſvu, & Law. Indeed it is the *Common Law of our country,and 
ewtorth, leg, Civ, takes place in all caſes that cannotbe determined by 
& 3, c, 10, our Statute,or Couſuetudinary Laws. I know very well 
ou underſtand nothing of it, but yet your Reaſon 
cannot but ſuggeſt unto you,that an»terlocutory is oppoſite to a definitive 
ſentence; and that this is nothing but the {nal doom conſiſting in the con» - 
demnation or abſolution of the Criminal.Soth' other is a deciſion of ſuch 
incident,and emergent matters of Law as interyene betwixt the begin- 
ning an endofthe cauſe. Lancelot inſtit quris. Canon.l. 3,Tit. 15. Paragy. 1. 
But to return to my Narrative,afterthe 7zterl/ocutory was pronounc'd, 


the Jury was impannell'd, and the witneſſes ſworn ſome of whoſe depo- - ' 


ſitions I ſhall ſet downas I heard them , and Irhink, I ſhall never forget 
them , as longas I can remember my name. - 

The Keeper of the 7a/booth's Son, ( for ſo we call the Priſon here) 
depon'ed, that having asked the Panre/;how he could do ſucha Barba- 
rousAction in cold blood agarnſt a man,that had never done him wrong? * 
he anſwer'd, That it was not done in cold blood;for the blood of the Saints 
was reeking yetat the Croſs in Edinburgh. By the Saints he meant the 
Rebells at Pextland-hils in 1664; one of which he himſelf had been,and + 


foie :: 


ſome Principals whereof, that were taken in the F ield, had been execu-. 
ted about two years beforeat the Croſs in Edinburgh., 1 


x 


to mention-without honour,and reſpect ) having firſt aſſerted the privi- 
ledge that is granted to Biſhopsto have their depoſitions takenat home 
according to the Civi!,and Canon-law,and proteſted that his Obedience 
to the Court ſhould be no prejudice to that priviledge,depon'd, that ha- 
ving ask'd the Priſoner what moved him tomake ſucha bloody attempt 
on an innocent man? he anſwer'd, That he did it,becauſe he apprehended 
him to be an Enemy to the People of God. 

The Lord Halton depoſed, that having ask'd him how he durſt be 
ſo wicked, astodo ſuch an execrable Fact ? he anſwer'd, That he did 
it becauſe the Archbiſhop was an Enemy tothe Godly people of the 
Weſt. 

| q urthermore the Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Halton, teſtified up- 
on Oath ( for with us the greateſt Peers muſt be fworn ) that he own'd 
the confeſſion produc'd in the Court before the Privy Council, and ac- 
knowledg'd their names, which were ſubſcrib'd under it , and the Pan- 
nel could not deny his. 

Theſe Depoſitions being taken, there was no way left to fave the Pan- 
nelsneck, but by making it appear that he had made this Confeſſion 
upon promiſe, or hopes of Pardon, and therefore his Advocate deſir'd , 
that the LordChancellor _ call'd to declare upon Oath, if he did 
not encourage him to confeſs upon promiſe,or Oathto endeavour to ſe- 
cure him, lite, & limb, as he alledged his Lordſhip did. But he declar'd 
upon the greatOath he had taken, that he never madeany ſuchPromiſe,or 
Oath unto him; and the Duke of Lauderdale, and theLord Halton being 
alſo called to depone upon that particular teſtified, that they never knew: 
that the Lord Chancellor or any other had encourag'd him to make that 
Confeſſion upon hopes, or promiſe of Pardon,which if it could have been 
legally prov'd, he muſthave been abſolved. 

Theimpudent Villain likewiſe deſired the Lords Fuſtitiary (whom be- 
fore I called the Judges in your ſtyle) that the Primate himſelf might be 
cited into the Court to declare upon Oath, if he did not encourage him 
to confeſs upon a promiſe toendeavour to procure his Pardon; to which 
| being ſworn he anſwer'd, that immediately after his apprehenſion he 

took him aſide to diſcourſe with him in private, where hedid aſſure him 
he forgave him,and would endeavour to.fave him from publick Juſtice, if 

, he 


The Lord Biſhop of Ga/oway;whom no good Church-man here —_ | 
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he would confeſs the Fatt; but that upon this encouragement, he would 
make no Confeſſion, nor ever after offeredany to him; ſo that though 
he till forgavehim, yet he did not conceive himſelf bound toendeavour 
his preſervation after more than five years obſtination in his crime. 

There were many other Witneſſes ready to depone,of which there was 
no need. One of them could have teſtified, that he heard him ſay,that he 
would do the Fat, if it were to be done again ; and another could have 
depon'd, that he heard him ſay : let me but ſhoot at him again, and i'le 
be content to be hanged, if I miſs. The Jury, which conſiſted of Fit- 
teen Gentlemen, unanimouſly found him guilty; and when ſentence 
was pronounced, that he ſhould be carried to the common place of Exe- 
cution, andthere be hanged, -he told the F «/titiary Lords, that he took 
itas from God, but not from them. 

Since he was condemned,he defir'd that ſome Conventicle-Miniſters 
that are impriſon'd with him, might be admitted to give him Comfort , 
and obſtinately refuſed the aſſiſtance of the Miniſters of ourChurch.How- 
ever one of them went to him to remind him of the Murder hewas guilty 
of in the Eyes of God., though he ſuffered him not to effectuate his de- 
ſign. But inſtead of making any impreſſion upon his hardned heart, or 
receiving common acknowledgments for his good will, he received no- 
thing from him but reproaches, being told by him that hewas a Murderer 
of Souls, and hadthe blood of Souls to anſwer for,with many more rude 
and Enthuſiaſtick expreſſions, which would be too long to relate. 

He was a lean hollow-cheek'd man , of a truculent Countenance, and 
had the air of an Aſſaſſin as much as a man could have. He came 
with his Periwig powder'd to the Bar, and behaved him ſelf theregwith 
as much aſſurance as mendevoted to do michief by their Principles and 
Comp'exion reſolve beforehand alwayes to do. 

As for his original, 'tis ſo obſcure, that the mean Proletarian condi- 
tion of his Parents affords me nonotice of his birth. And as for his E- 
ducation after he had paſſed through the ſubſidiary part of Learning, he 
was ſent to the Coledge of Edenburghin the time ofthe late Uſurpation; 
where he made very ſmall Progreſs in any part of good Literature, but 
apply'd himſelſto the reading of ſuch ſilly Fanatical Books, as werefit, 
for his narrow capacity, and Enthuſiaſtical temper; So, that the acquir'd 
or artificial part of Fanaticiſm ( which Whzgs call Grace ) being added 
to his Nature, he might qualifie himſelf tor Employment, and Repu- 
tation, eſpecially, among the Remonſtrator-Presbyterians, who were 
then the principal part of the "+ This Faction, eſpecially in the - 
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Weſt; wasadvanc'd ſofar towards Enthuſiaſm , that they deſpiſed and 
ſuſpected men of Learning, and Sence, and begantolook upon tt as a ſtin- 
ting of the Spirit to ſpend any ſtudy or time in- preparing themſelves-to 
Preach. The People eſpecially were ſo poſſeſſed with this vpinion, that-if 
_ they cametoknow, that their Miniſters preconceiv'd, much morepenn'd 
their Sermons in their Studies, they thought - it a ſufficient -ground of 
withdrawing from them, as believing it utterly impollible to receive any 
ſpiritual benefit from ſuch carnal Sermons, as were compos'd by the help 
of Study, and Books. 

Among theſe People it was, that Mzche/deſignd to Teach, and Preach, 
and theretore after he was graduated Maſter , ( which is here at the end 
of Foar years} he applyed himſelt to the Study of Popular Divinity un- 
der Mr. David Dickſon , a great Apoſtle ofthe Solemn League and Co- 
venant, under whom he-continued- his method of Reading modern Fa- 
natical Pamphlets, that he might be an able workman, and. compleatly 
furniſhed with all thoſe Canting aftetedPhraſes, which diſcriminate a ſpt- 
ritual from a Carnal Preacher among our Presbyterians, and are Muſick h 
and Charms to their Enthuſtaſtical Ears, And that he mightadd the Pra- 
ctical tothe Speculative part of Fanaticiſm,and be perfe&tly Maſter of his 
Trade, he frequented thoſe private meetings; where Conferences, Pray- 
ers, and Sermons were ſpoken in that Dale, and where Tone,Grimace, 
and Geſticulations are far more powerful thanall the true Learning and 
Eloquence in the World.- | 

Having acted ſometime in theſe Nurſeries of Enthuſiaſm, he thought 
himſelf fit for any Eccleſiaſtical Employment, and therefore ofter'd him- 
ſelf ts be tryed by the Presbytery of Dalkeith, who rejected him for-in- 
ſufficiency, as ſome yet alive canteſtifie to the World. 

After this repulſe he began to proje& ſome other way of Living, and 
was ſhortly after recommendedto the Laird of: Duxdas, to be Pedagogue 
to his Children , and Domeſtick Chaplain for ſaying extemporary Pray= 
ers. He-paſſed ſometime in this Family for a guifted,, and very Holy 
young man, till ſomeof the Servants obſerved an extraordinary famil- 
arity betwixt him, and a young Woman, who was the old Gardners 
Wi. Being poſleſſed with this ſuſpicion , they obſerved him- the more, 
and one night as they were watching, they ſaw his Mitris go to his Cham- 
ber, which was a Summer houſe built on the Garden wall. The Ke 
as it happened was left on the out-ſide of the door, which one of thiols 
that watched obſerving, gently locked the door updn them, and immedi- 


at'y ran to call his Maſter, wko came to the Garden to fee what would be 
the 
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the event. After they had been as long as they pleas'd together, at laſt 
FHortenſha comes to go out ; who to her great confuſion finding the door 
locked, fleps back to the Adulterer, who fearing that ſhe ſhould be taken 
with him, immediatly let her down the Garden wall, by the help of his 
Shirt , ſhe hanging at one end, and he holding the other as naked 
as when he was born. His Patron all this while beheld him like 
a filthy Priapus upon the Garden wall, and the next day in great in- 
dignation diſcharged him ofhis ſervice and houſe : I ſuppoſe this is one 
of his particular and private ſins, which you'lfind him \+nanr'oe conſell- 
ing in his ſpeech, deſerved a worſe death than he endured. 

Afterwards he came to Edinbyrgh, where he lived ſome years in a 
Widows houſe, called Mrs. Grifſa/d Whitford, who dwelt in the Cow-gate, 
and-with whom that diſhonour of Mankind Major Weir was boarded at 
the ſame time. By his Converſation, it may be preſumed , that Mitchel 
improved much in theart of Hypocrifie, and drunk in more deeply thoſe 
Murderous and Treaſonable Principles, which he afterwards practiſed in 
the whole courſe of his life, andjuſtified at his death. Now began he to con- 
verſe with the moſt Bigot Zealots againſt Authority, to frequent and hold 
Conventicles to Preach up the Covenant, and tothe utmoſt of his power 
to promote the Schiſm, which was begun 1n the Church. By thes pra» 
ctiſes he much endear'd himſe!t to his Tutor Major Wier, who recom- 
mended him for aChaplain to a Fanatical Fami'y, the Lady whereof was 
Neece to Sir Arch. Johnſton Laird of Wareſton, one of the moſt furious Re- 
bels againſt the late bleſſed King, and greateſt complyers with the late 
Uſurpation in the Three Kingdoms, and whom you may - remember to 
have been Prefdent of the Committee of Safety ;tor all which accumulated 
Treaſons he was executed here in 1663. 

ou his abodein this Family, brokeout the Rebellion of the Fana- 
ticks in 1066. He no ſooner heard of it, butzoyned with the Rebels, who 
were defeated at Pentland-hills; Though Mr. Welſh ( as it is reported ) 
during the Fight , prayed with up-lifted hands totheLord ofHoſts againſt 
Amalek ( as his Spirit moved him to milſcall the Royal Forces) and had 
his hands ſtayed up by ſome of his Brethren, as Moſes had his by Aaron 
& Hur. Mr. Mitchel had theFortune to eſcape from the Fie!d, Hut was af- 
terwards proclaimed Traytor, with many other Principal Actors in the 
Rebellion, and afterwards excepted by name in His Majeſties Gracious 
Proclamation of Pardon, that he might receiveno benefit thereby. From 
this time he skulked about, and ſheltered himſelf among the Rebellious 

B 2 Saints 
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Saints of the Brotherhood, till thc Devil tempted him to Aſſaſſin the Lord 


Primate , for which he hath expiated by his blood. 
Among others ofhis Excellent qualifications, I have told you what an 


utter /znoramus he was; and I cannot forbearto tell you turther,thatWe//h, 


and 4rnot, and all the reſt of them are full as illiterate as he, and that their 
inſuperable ignorance in Divine and Humane Learning isthe Mother of 
their Murdering Zeal. Indeed all the late Troubles upon the account of 
Epiſcopacy, are chiefly to be aſcribed to the ſhameful ignorance of Pro- 
teſtant Divines in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, who looking no further back 
into the Hiſtory of Religion, than the time ofthe Reformation, and ſome 
of them not ſotar, did either hate Epiſcopacy as an Ulſurpation, or elſe 
looked uppn it as a meer human Conſtitution, and ſo could not have that 
particular Veneration for it, that wasdue to an Apoſtolical Ordinance fo 
viſibly founded inthe Scriptures, and which was the ſole invariable 
Government of Gods Univerſal Church for above One thouſand five 

hundred years. | 
Of this, that excellent man Mr. Henderſon, was adeplorable exam- 
ple, who though he was a man of great Temper, and Prudence, and very 
Learned in his way, yet want of Antiquity, of which he was ſoignorant, 
was the unhappy cauſe, why he engaged for the Covenant againſt the 
King, andthe Church. Had he ſpent but halfſo many hours in that as he 
did in tie Study of other things, he had never moved ſo excentrically to 
tie Church, nor done thoſe things, for which he expiated with tears be- 
tore His late bleſſed Majeſtic at Newcaſtle, afterwards ſpending the ſhort 
remainder of his life in a forrowtull Penitential Retirement; for which he 
grew ſuſpeted by his Brethren of the Covenant, who called him Apo- 
ſtate from theCauſe. Thereare many perſons yet alive,who can teſtifie this 
to betrue, which may teach all Divines, how dangerous it is for them 
to live in ignorance of Eccleſiaſticall Antiquity, which is ſo eaſily acqui- 
red, and ſo uſeful to be known. That comprehenſive Genius Mr. Calvin, 
wanted nothing butthis to make him as Orthodox, and Conſummate a 
Divineas ever was in the Church of God : for had he been but half as well 
btn defonf, lik verſed in the more primitive Eccleſiaſtical Writers, as he 
—_— fie. Pi *.. Wasin St. Auzuſtin, he had never coin the notion of a 
mig TLay-elder, defended the Forrible Decree, or been expo= 

ſed for ſo many abſurdities by meck b Caſſunder's Pen. 

But toconclude this Digreſlion with Mr. ZZenderſon,there were very few 
among our Covenanting-miniſters comparable to him for Prudence and 
Learning, and yet even the lowermoſt Form ot our former Presþbyteri- 
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ans were Great men in compariſons to theſe of Remonſtrator Faitions ; 
whoare all burning Zeal, but no knowledg, as you will perceive, not 
only by the ſequel of rhis Story,but this Letter of an ignorant Miniſter , 


that lately Revolte&.from our Church. 
SIR ; | 


| Received your Letter of the 15th of July , wherein you ſay, That on the 
firſt Wedneſday of Auguſt , you are to have a Presbytery (' you ought 
to have termed it a meeting 0 ke Exerciſe ) and on the ſecond Wedneſ- 
day of Auguſt, a Provincial meeting with your Biſhop of Rotheſay ; and 
once for all 1 deſire you may take this for an abſolute Anſwer. Firſt , That 
God hath of a long time | 4 dealing with my Conſcience, but eſpecially 
/ince October laſt, when I was cald to Mul for Elefting Mr. Andrew 
Wood Biſhop (1 confeſs his want of the Iriſh ap did ſtick with me, 
beſides many other things as well now as before , about the Eleftticn of Mr. 
James Ramſey, and all of you, ſave one, did then profeſs , that they did 
ſtick with you alſo, though now you have ſwallowed down that Pill with 
many more ) and that in ſuch an Extraordinary dreadful, and terrible 
manner , for my engaging to Prelacy, and a Lordly Government over the 
Church of Chriſt ( contrary to which there lie ſo many ties, and obligati«- 
ons on this Land ) that with the Grace of God I would not adventure to 
abide the terror of the Lord for all the ſtipends, and preferments in Eu-- 
repe, And truly the worſt I wiſh to you , or any Prelate in Britain , or 
Ireland, or therr adherents is,. that they may have as ſound a yokeing,, 
with their Conſciences , as I have had, if they be not incorrigible Ene-- 
mies of Chriſt. Next , upon ſerious ſearch of the Word of God , and of 
Antiquity , am the more confirmd in my Reſolution. Blondellus ,. Sal- 
matius, Gerſon, Bucer, yea the whole current of Primitive Fathers , 
eſpecially SmeAymnuus , have vindicated om” rar againſt the whole 
World. T want not many more ſolid Reaſons to add,only 1 ſuppoſe I could 
never be ſatisfied in them,. and therefore I forbear. 

To conclude, I here before Ged , and the whole World profeſs my dif- 
owning of Lordly Prelacy,as it is now Eſtabliſhed in our Land,which I was 
once moſt fully enzaged into,and my firm and reſolute adherence to the Dy- 
arine, Worſhip,diſcipline andGovernment of theChurch ofScotland,as it was 
profeſſed in this Nation, from the year of our Lord 205. and downward for 
the ſpace of 230 years, and then fmce the year 1580. till the year 1610. and 
then from the year 1638. till the year 1651. and from thence downwards by 
many Godly in theſe three Lands, till this very day is; and more particu-- 
larly to the point, that Government of Chriſts Church by an equality, and 

aut at Pakorc aud Minilkers. af of them. with one ſhoulder carrying on 
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the work of the Lord, and exerciſing the Keys of Order, and Juriſdifion, 
Dofrine and Diſcipline in Communi , according to due Order , and feed- 
ing the flock of God, not as being Lords of Gods Heritage, but enſamples to 
tl e flock:yea,] do here(with all the Lords faithful Servants andWitneſſes in 
theſe three Lands,both in the preſent,and ſome former Generations,and with 
all the Lords Witneſſing, and Suffering Servants and people , that have 
teen, or now are in this Land, or preſent Generation) confeſs and bear my 
witneſs, and Teſtimony , the cauſe of God, and work of Reformation ſo much 
as was attained thereof, how afflifted, and born down now ſoever, and to the 
confeſſions of Faith of the Church of Scotland, and of the three Kingdems, 
and to the rational,and trinational Covenant,and that 7 do rather chooſe to 

ſuffer afflition with the poor ſuffering people ofGod,then to enjoy the pleaſures 
of Sin for a ſeaſon , eſteeming the reproaches for Chriſt greater riches 
than all the pleaſures, and preferments in the World. 1defire you with your 
Brethern to conſider thoſe Scriptures, and take them home to you : Iſa: 66, 
5. Zachary 11. 5. John 16. 2, 3. Johng. 8, 10. Remember your worthyBed- 
fell. w, that is this day T hope in glory, ſhall bear Witneſs againſt you. Far- 
well for ever Lordly Prelacy, for I had never a joyful hour fince I engaged 
therein ; and welcome welcome my dear Lord Feſus Chrift, I embrace thee 
with the arms of my Soul, and thy Croſs. T profeſs this, confeſs thee bearing 
my Teſtimony to thee,and thy perſecutedTruth,and by thy blood,and the word 
of thy Teſtimony, and not loving my life unto the death, T hope to overcome. 

Cambre- Jle Au- Sic (ubſ(cribit, Alex. Symer Miniſter of 
gait 6. 1677. the Goſpelat Cambre, 

Unleſs youare verſed in our Hiſtorian Buchanan, you wili wonder , 
why this Learned Antiquarian ſhou!d aſſert , That the Government of 
our Church was Presbyterian from the firſt Plantation of the Goſpe! in 
205. or rather 203. rill the arrivalof Pa/adius in the middle of the fiith 
Century. You muſt know thereforethat allthe Authority our Pres/y- 
terians have for this aſſertion is from Buchanan, that furious Fnemy of 
Biſhops, who in the Fifth Book of his Hiſtory, writes that the Church 
in the aforeſaid time was not governed by Bilhops, but by the Monks or 
Culdees ; which were it true, asitis falſe , would prove that the Go- 
vernment of the Church in that interval was not Pres-yrerian, but per- 
fealy Laical, ſeeing is was long after that time that Monks were admit- 
ted-among the Clergy ; and permitted to meddle with Church :ffF:irs. 
But you may find a larger contutationof this groundleſs aitertion of 
Buchanan in Archbiſhop SpotswoodsHiſtory,in the ſeven firſt Pages of the 
Firſt Baok. 


LOT ) CORPDRT oils 


But to continue my Narrative of Mr. Mitchel , T proceed to acquaint 
you with other memorable things, that happen'd beween his Condem- 
| nation, and Execution, which was on Friday, the 18. of January laſt, 
| 1n the Graſs-market, about Three ofthe Clock in the Afternoon. 

Sometime before the Execution, the Reverend Mr. Annand Dean of 
Edinburgh, not diſcourag'd with the unthankful returns one of his 
Brethren had receiv'd from th: Malefa&tor before, out of his tender 
compaſſion to his-Soul, wrote hima very affteCtionate, and pious Letter, 
wherein he endeavour'd to ſhew him from the Goſpel , how contrary 

+» His Principles and practices were tothe Dofrine of Chriſtianity, and 
exhorted him to Repentance for that Un-chriſtian attempt , by which 
he deſigned to take away the Life of one Sacred Perſon, and grievoufly 
| ay 0 another, &c. to all which he return'd this Anſwer, 
IR, 
I Recetved yours, and fince my time is wery ſhort , and ſo very pretious , 

T can only thank you for your Cvility, and Afﬀetion, whether real or pre- 
tended ; and T tell you, 1 truly cloſe with all the precepts of the Goſpel to 
Love, and Peace, and therefore fad-ar both for Mr. Sharp., and you. But 
knowing both Mr. Sharp'sWickedneſs, and my own fincerity, and the Lord's 
Holy Soveraignty to uſe his Creatures as he pleaſes, can only refer the ma- 
nifeſtation of my Fat to the day of God's Righteous and ah Fudge 

ment, praying heartily, that God may have mercy on you , and open your 
eyes toſee both the wickedneſs of all your ways, and of your Godleſs inſulting 
over an unjuſtly condemn'd dying Man, and grant unto' you repentance , and 
remiſſion of your fins;] am in this your well-wiſher, 
| James Mitchel. 

The Deanin his Letter urged an excellent argument to convince him, 
that the impulſe, which was upon him ſo many years to aſſaſſin the Pri- 
mate,could not come fromGod,like theImpulſe ofP hineas,6: theZealots, . 
becauſe hefail'd in the attempr ; which never any perſon did or could 
| do,that was moved by God to do an Zeroick AR. But, you ſee, the b'ind 
| Pſeudo- Zealot takes no notice of this Argument in his anſwer: wherein 

to ſhew what an implacable enemy he was to the Office, as well as the 
perſonof the Archbiſhop, he mentions his Grace not by lus Character, 
but by his Name. | 

Hiving been toldin the Priſon, that he would not be permitted to | 
ſpeak to the People before his Execution , he tranſcribed ſeveral co 
of his intended Specch; whereof one was found in his Pocket, and taken. 


from him beforehe was carried out-to Execution.” It” is long , and =" 
Or. - 


OY 


former part containing nothing but Libellous refleftions on the Privy 
Council, the Juſticiary Lords, and the King's Advocate, I ſhall content 
my ſelf to ſend you a tranſcript of the latter. 


ben, my particular and private fins have been ſuch as have meri- 
ted a worſe Death unto me; but Tdye in the hope of the merits of Teſus 
Chriſt, to be freed from thoſe Eternal puniſhments due to me for fin. Tet 7 
am confident, that God doth not plead with me in this place, for my pri- 
vate and particular ſins, but that Tam brought here that the Work of God 
might be made manifeſt, and for the Tryal of Faith,Johng. 3. 1 Pet. 1. 7. 
and that I may be a witneſs for his deſpiſed Truth , and intereſt in this Land, 
who am called toſeal the ſame with my Blood. And Twiſh heartily that this 
my poor life may put an end to the perſecution of the true members of Chriſt 
in this Kingdom , ſo much afuate by theſe perfidious Prelates; and in of» 
Pofition to whom , and in teſtimony of the Cauſe of Chriſt , I at this time wit- 
lingly lay down my Life, and fs my God that he hath thought me ſo much 
worthy to do the ſame for his Glory, and Intereſt. Finally, concerning a 
C briftias Duty in a ſingular ey caſe, and my particular Judgement 
concerning both Church and State, it is evidently Llard , and manifeſted 
more fully elſewhere. So farewel all Earthly enjoyments and welcome Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, into whoſe hands 1commend my ſpirit. 


As to that particular Chriſtian duty in an extraordinary caſe , and his 
Judgement concerning Church and State manifeſted elſewhere, he means 
a larger blaſphemous Libel, which he left behind him, wherein he indea- 
vours to juſtifie his Fa. It is very long, but yet I beſeech you to read it 
over, and If you have not read Naphthali, nor Jus Populi vindicatum , 
which isa Reply to the Anſwer, which the Biſhop of Orkzey, whom this 
miſcreant wounded, made to Naphthali; I am confident, you muſt be ſur- 
priz'd with horrour, and aſtoniſhment, to ſee ſuch Un-chriſtianDoctrines 
come from a Chriſtian Pen. Yet the Primitive Churches never received 
the Apoſtolick Epiſtles with greater veneration, than the Members of 
our Field-Congregations receive ſuch diſcourſes as this; nor can any 
Church-man reſpett any ancient Eccleſiaſtical Writer haltſo much as they 
adore Naphthal, which is written in the Defence of the Rebellion in 
1666. and wherein this horrid mans attempt upon the Primate, 1s com- 
mended for an Herozcal A; and that curſed Book, with Lex, Rex, Fus, 


popult vindicatum and Mr. Rutherfords Letters are the Fathers and Coun- \._ 


{cls of our Fife , and We/tern Whigs. , 
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Thave here ſubjoyned the Account of my ſelf, prineip'es and foreſa:d 
practiſes as they were ſet down ina Letter to a Friend, and another De- 
Elaration both written by me, when firſt Conveened betore the Lords 
Juſtices, in the year, 1674. 
The Coppy of my Letter , Edinburgh Tolluith , 
February the 16th, 1674- 
STR, 

M E (' whomay juſtly call my ſelf the leaſt of all Saints, and the chiefe/t 

of all Sinners ) hath Chriſt his Son our Lord called, to be a Witneſs 


*. for his deflroyed truth and trampled on Intereſt, by this Wicked Blaſphe- 


mous and God-contemning Generation, and againſt all their other Perfidious 
Wickedneſſes. Sir, 1ſay the confidence T have in your real Friendſhip and 
love to Chriſt, his Truth, People, Intereſt and Cauſe, hath incouraged 
me, to write to you, hoping that you will not miſconſtrutt , nor take advan= 
tage of my Infirmities aud Weakneſs ; you have heard of my Indiftment, which 
T take up in theſe two particulars. Firſt, ( as they termit) Rebellion and 
Treaſon, anent which I anſwered to my Lord Chancellor, that it was no Re« 
bellion, but a Duty which every one was bound to have performed, in joyn- 
ing with that party; And in the year 1656. Mr. Robert Lightonne, be- 
ing thePrimate of the Collede of Edinburgh before our Laureation, tendered 
tous the national Covenant, ani ſolemn League and Covenant which upon mas» 
ture Deliberation , 1 found nothing in them, but a ſhort compend of the Mo- 
ral Law only , obliging us to our Duty towards God and Men in their ſeveral 
Stations, and I fuding that our then baniſhed Kings Intereſt lay wholly in- 
cluded therein, viz. Both the Oath of Coronation, Allegiance, &c. And they 
being the then teſſera of all Loyalty. And, My Lord, it was well known that 
then many were taking the Tender, and forſwearing Charles Stewarts Parli- 
ament , and Houſe of Lords, I then ſubſcribed them both. The doing of 
which, My Lord Chancellor, would have ſtood me at no leſs rate, if alls well 
known , then this my preſent adhering and proſecuting the ends thereof doth 
now; And when I was queſtioned, what then Tcalled Rebellion; I anſwered, 
That it is, Ezra. 7.26. And whoſoever willnotdo the Law of thy God, 
and of the King, &c. But being queſtioned by the Commiſſioner before the 
Council there an?nt.; 1 _. as I ſaid tomy Lord Chancellor before in 
the year 1656. Mr. Robert Lightonne being then Primate of the Colledge 
of Edinburgh, fore our Laureation, he tendered tous the national Cove- 
nant, and Solemn League and Covenant ; where he ſtopped me, ſaying, I wade 


, youare come here to give a Teſtimony ; and then being demanded what Tcal- 
) ted Rebellion, if it was not Rebellion to oppoſe his Majeſties Forces in the face, 


19 ; 
to which Tanſwered, My Lord Commiſſioner, if it pleaſe your Grace, Thum- 
bly conceive, that they ſhould have been with us, meaning that it was the Du=- 
ty of thoſe Forces, to have joyned with us, according to the national Cove- 
nant ; at which anſwer Tperceived him to ſtorm. But ſays he, I hear that 


you have been over Seas, with whom did you Converſe there 2 Anſwer, 


with my Merchant, My Lord. But ſaith he, with whom in particular 2 with 
one John Mitchel, a Couſin of mine, ſaith he, I have heard tell of him, he is 
a Fattor in Rotterdam, to which I conceded ; But ſaith he, did you not Con- 
verſe with Mr. Levingſton 2 and ſuch as he? Towhich I anſwered, MyLord 
Commiſſioner, 1 Converſed with our baniſht Miniſters, to which he replied, 
baniſht Miniſters, haniſht Traytors; he will ſpeak Treaſon at the very Bar, 
Then he anſwered himſelf, ſaying, but they would call the ſhooting at the 
Biſhop an Heroick Att; Towhich I anſwered, That I never told them of a= 
ny ſuch thing, Queſtion, But, where did you ſee James Wallace /a/t 2 An- 
ſwer,Towards the Borders of Germany ſome years ago. Queſt. But what 
ailed you at my Lord St. Andrews here ? pointing at him with his finger. 
Anſwer. My Lord Commiſſioner, the grievous oppreſſion and horrid 
Bloodſhed of my Brethren, and the eager purſuitatter my own Blood, as 
itappeareth this day to your Grace, and toall his Majeſties Honourable 
Council; after which he commanded to take me away, thatthey might 
ſee what next todo with me» 

The ſecond is, the ſhooting that ſhot, intended againſt the Biſhop of St. 
Andrews, whereby the Biſhop of Orkney was hart ; to which IT anſwered 
My Lord C via” 4a in private, Viz. That I looked upon him to be the main 
Tit izator of all the Oppreſſion and Bloodſhed of my Brethren, that followed 


thereupon, and the continual purſuing after my own, and, My Lord Chancel-. 


tor, as it was credibly reported tous ( the truth of which your Lordſhip 
knows better than we)that be keeped up His Majeſties Letter, inhibiting a= 
ay more blood to — wap upon that account untill the laſt Ten were Executed, 
and I being a Souldier, not having laid down Arms, but being ſtill upon my 
own defence, and having noother rigs nor aim at any man, but according 
#0 my own pap of him,and that as I hope in fincerity, without foxing 
either my ſelf or any one upon the Covenant it ſelf,and as it may be underſtood, 
by many thouſand of the faithful; befides the proſecuting of the ends of the ſame 
Covenant, which was and is in that part the overthrow of Prelates and Prev 
lacy ; and I being a declared enemy to him upon that account, and he to me 
in like manner, ſo Inever found my ſelf obliged, either by the Law of God , 
or Nature, to ſet a Centry at his door, for hisſafety; But as he was always 
ready to take his advantage of me, as it uow appeareth, ſo I of him when 
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oppertunity offered ; Moreover, we being in no terms of Capitulation, but on 
A —_ __ Thy his Inſtigation hs excluded franal Grace and 
Favour , thought it my duty to purſue him on all occafions. Alſo, My Lord, 
Sir William Sharp making his Apology , anent his unhandſome cheat- 
ing way, when he took me under a pretext to have ſpoken with me,about ſome 
other matter, ( Tnot knowing him untill Five or Six of his Brothers, and 
his own Servants were laying faſt hold on me, they being armed of purpoſ:-) 
he defired that I would excuſe him, ſeeing what he had done was upon his 
Brothers account; which excuſe, My Lord, 7 eafily admitted of , ſeeing that 
he thought himſelf obliged to do what he didwithout Law or Order, in the 
behalf of his Brother; much more was Tobliged to dowhat T did, in behalf of 
many Brethern, whoſe Oppreſſion was ſo great , and whoſe Blood he had 
cauſed ſhed in ſuch abundance; Moreover, he inſiſting in his bloody Murthersy 
as witneſs the wounding of Mr, Brace at his taking of his Emiſſaries, ſome 
few days, before that fe 7 out concerning himſelf,now if by any means in taking 
him away, I could have put a ſtop to the then current Perfecation Thus farl 

have truly reſumed + paſt. | 
But this anſwer : >-1ud part of the Indiftment, may be thought by 
ſome to be a jtep out ©) dinary way, wherefore I ſhall offer theſe things 
following, to your Cox/1. » 2tion,V1z; That paſſage, Deut. 13. 9. Where to 
me it is manifeſt, That - -2 Seducer or Inticer toWorſhip falſe Gods, is to 
be put to Aeath by the hands of thoſe whom he ſeeketh Fo FTUrn away from the 
Lord , eſpecially Ly the hand of the Witneſſes, whereof I am one; as it af 
pears, Leut. 13. 9. whichprecept I humbly conceive to be Moral, and not 
merely Judicial, and that it is not at all Ceremonial or Levitical, but as 
every Moral precept is Univerſal as to the extent of place, ſo alſo as to the 
extent of time and perſons; upon which command, Sir, I do really think 
that Phinehas ated in taking away the Midianituſh Whore, and him whom 
ſhe had ſeduced , Numb. 25. 6. Alſo that Elyah by vertue of that precept, 
gave Commandment to the people to deſtroy Baals Prieſts, contrary to the 
mind of the ſeducing M:gj{frate, who was not only remiſs and negligent in ex= 
ecuting Juſtice, but becaiae i Protefor and Defender of the F x rack then 
and in that Caſe,T ſuppoſe the Chriſtians duty not to be very dark. Moreover, 
we ſee what the "46s of Iſrael 4id 2 Chron: 31. 1. They deſtroyed Idolatry, 
not only in Judah, where the King concurred,but in Ephraim and Manaſſeth 
where the King himſelf was an Idolater ; and ſurely , what all the people 
were bound to dogas their duty by the Law of God, every one was bound to dl 
it, to theuttermoſt of their power, and capactty. And as it is, Ezek. 1 3. 
Where the Seducers Father and his _— That put him to death; 1 - 
| 2 _ tla 
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this to be meant of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate. But when he 7s mango - 
|, the Seducer from theexerciſe of his Office, and Duty, and he's become utterly 
remiſs and negligent in puting the Seducer to death, according to Gods | 
expreſs Law ; which is not to be expetted of him ( for then he ſhould do 

Tuftice upon himſelf ) Put is become a Protettor and Defender of the Idolater;. 
then 1 doubt not, but it doth become the duty ofevery Chriſtian, to the utter- 
moſt of his power and capacity,to deſtroy & cut off both Idolatry & Idolaters, 
Teatheſe preſumtuouſly-murthering P relates ought to be killed by the avenger 
of blood,when he meeteth them ; by the expreſs Law of God, ſeeing the thing 
7s manifeſtly true, Num. 25. 21, and not have liberty to flee to ſuch Cities:of 
Refuge, as the vain pretext of lawful Authority. But they ſhould be takes 
even from the Horns of ſuch Altars, and be put to death. Moreover, whaj-ts 
ſpoken of concerning Amalek, upon the account ,. that he deſignd a 
ved the extirpation of the Lords people and truth, whoare his Thro upon 

which he puts forth his hand, and becauſe he took occaſion againſt them , 

Exod. 17. 15. Numb. 24. 20. Ze endeavouring that God ſhould not have a 

people to have ſerved him, according to his revealed will,upon the Earth ; . 
and if he could have effeftuated his deſign, they ſhouldnot have lived, who | 


would not ferve-and worſhip him, and his Idol Gods; And for the better 
effetuating.of this his deſign , he took occaſion againſt them when they were 
| weary, COMMMg 0'it of Egypt,Deut.2 5. I7. 18.And the reaſon there annexed , 
| is, That be feared not God. Now becauſe I know Biſhops both will and do ſay, 
| That what they did againſt thoſe of the Lords people, whom they murdered, 
\ they did by Law and Authority, but whatI did, was contrary to both. An- 
| ſwer, The King himſelf, and all the Fjtates of the Land, and every indi- 
| widual perſon therein, both were, ant are obliged, by the Oath of God up- 
| on them, to have by force of Arms extirpted perjured Prelates, and Pre. 
lacy , and in doing thereof , to have defended one another with their lives 
and fortunes, the Covenants being engaged into, upon theſe terms, viz. Afc 
| ter Supplications, Remonſtrations, Proteſtations, and allother lawful means 
have been uſed, now for that effedt, as the laſt remedy, we take up Arms, upon 
| whith conditions the Nobility,Sall the repreſentatives of the Nation,accore 
| ding to the national and Solemn League and Covenant, gave to-our King both 
| the Sword and Scepter , .andſet the Crown upon his head; and he accordin zly 
received them, according to theſe Sacred Oaths and promiſes, and ſwore by 
| the everliving God to w and improve them for the end aforeſaid; and eſpe- 
cially, in _ to the performing of this Article, v1z, The extirpation and 
overthrow of Prelates and Prelacy: and now the want of what Autherity do 
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they mean or ſpeak of ? truly I know not, except it be the Authority of their 
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(21) | 
aggregation of new Gods, of whom they have their gain, life and ſtanding , 
viz. Chemoſh or Bachus which with drunken Moab, delighted to dwell 
within dark Cells, and Aſhteroth aud Venus, whom they wor{hip in the Fe- 
male kind , becauſe of their Adulteries and Whoredoms ; as alſo Milchom 
or Molech, which ſignifies a Tyrannical King or a Devil, if they will have 
it ſo, in whoſe arms and power they put their m Infants and Poſterity 
to be burnt and deſtroyed, according to his I. and pleaſure, Amos 5. 20. 
Pſal.z 16. 37.and that Mammon, which they delight to worſhip daily together 
with their own bellies, whoſe glory rs their ſhame, who mind earthly things, 
whoſe end will be deſtruttion,except they repent, which there is little proba« 
bility cf, Pſa). 3.19. to whichifwe may add their abominable Pride and Blaſ- 
phemous perjury , then their Gods will be equal in number to the Whore their 
Mother,from whom they have their being,ſtrengrh& Randing,and from the 
Devil their Father, whowas a deceiver, lyar, Murderer from the Veginning; 
and now ſeeing the Prelates poſſeſs hs their Gods Chemoih, &c. 
giveth them to poſſeſs, then why ſhould not we poſſeſs what the Lord our God 
giveth us to poſſeſs, viz. His eternal Truths manifeſted to us, in his revealed 
Will, and keep and defend the ſame, from all innovations, Corruptions and 


Traditions of his or our Adverſaries, defend our lives, Laws and. Liber» - 
ties out of the hands of our Vſurping Enemies, Jud. 11 . 24. for ſure I am, 


that God once diſpoſſeſt the Prelates and Malignants of all theſe, and ſhould 
they again poſſeſs them, through our defeft , God forbid. But the like of this 
work, our Murthering Prelates like not; who plead like the Whore their Mos 


ther for paſſrve Obedience, and that all the Lords people, who may not coms- - 


ply with your Idolatries, ſhonld lay down their necks to their bloody Axes ; 
feſſors do agree, who would rather abide with Ruben amcnzſt the Sheepfolds 


againſt Meros, to which he immediately ſubjoyns a bleſſing upon Jael the 
Wife of Hebar the Kenite: others excuſe themſelves thus, viz. Venzeance is 
mine, and I will repay, but ſo the Throne and Judgement is the Lords, and 


nious principle T deteſt;for God even in the working-of Miracles, viz. in di- 
viding the Read Sea, Exod. 14.16. he commanded Moles to ftretch forth his 
Rod , and Chriſt when he opened the Lind Man's eyes, maketh uſe of Clay 
and of Spittle; thou þ indebd, I mean not of any who were willing to have 
helped, but _ opportunity, yet there are many peeviſh time-ſerving 
Profeſſors,who reſolve they ſhall never ſuffer ſo long as they have either Soul 


[ 


with whom too,too many of our Hypoeritical time-ſerving and perfidious pre - 


than Jeopard either life or fortune in t 5e help of the Lord againſt the Migh- 
\ ty ; but donot confider the bitter curſe pronounced by the Angel of the Lord 


ty this they would take away the uſe and office of Magiſtracy, which errc< - 
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or Conſcience, t0morgage; providing that they may ſave themfſrom ſuffering: 


and if it will not do their buſineſs, it ſeemeth( that before they ſuffer ) they * 


reſolve to ſell out at the ground. Now, Sir,l have neither miſinterpreted 
Scripture,nor miſ-applyed it, in regard of the Perſons here hinted at, nor 
been wrong in the end, which ought to be the glrry of God, and the ood of 
his Church and People. Then I think that ſome Perſons might forbear to 
fſeourge me ſo fore with their Tongaes while I an: nor yet condemned by the 
common enemy, and my beari:g of ſome things reported by ſome behind my 
back, hath occaſioned my writing to you at this time. OSir! be entreated 
to pray to the Lord in my behalf, that be would be pleaſed out of his Mercy and 
Goodneſs, toſave me from fin:::n7 unaer ſuffering, in this hour and power of 
darkneſs ;for my Soul is preſt in 1:e, inthe ſearch betwixt fin and duty, viz. 
leaſt I fhould be too niggard and ſparing of life,zvphen God calleth for it; and 
upon the other hand , leaſt I ſhould be too Prodigal and laviſh of it, in not 
ufing all legal defences, © As. of it; and many things of the like Nature. 
T amin a ſtrait, O Lord, undertake thou for me, Sir 1 hope you will ex- 
cuſe me, in ſending you theſe indiſtintt and irregular lines, when you conſider 
my preſent condition ; Sir, believe, 1 would many times, when 1 am before 
them, think a Scaffeld a ſweet retirement, leaſt they ſhould cheat and de- 


cerve me; in making me, either to ſtain the declarative Glory of God, my 
own Conſcience or his People and intereſt, in wronging of them , either by | 
opening of the Atverſ.iries mouths againſt them,ar in letting looſe their hand |, 
upIn them ; henceforth let the Adverſary either ſay or do what they car, yet 
the Righteous will hold on their way, and he who hath clean hands wall 
teſtronger and ſtronger, Fob. 17. 9. But he that faith unto the Wicked, 
Thou art Righteous, him ſhall the People ; Curſe, Nations ſhall abhor 
him, Prov. 24. 24. Farewell in the Lord. 


POST-SGRIPT: 


T: is acknowledged by all rational Roya! iſts,that it is lawful for any pri- 
4 vate Perſon to kill an Uſ.rper, or Tyrant, /me titulo; and tokill 7rifh 
Robbers, and Tories, or the like; and to kill Boars, Wolves, and ſuch 
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devouring Beaſts ; becauſe the good of this ation doth not redound to 
the Perſon himſelf only, but to the whole Common-wealth ; and the 
perſon acting incurrs the danger himſelf alone: The Second Part of 7h? 


Cloud of witneſſes, pag. 60. Mr. Knoxe has theſe expreſs words ; For a 
aith 


down of the Grove, and deſtroying of the Midianites. Anſwer, Indeed 


(23) 
faith he, hath not only given me Knowledge, and a Tongue, to make knows 
the Impiety of the Idol, but had given me credit with many who would have 
put in execut.ou God's Fudgements, if I would only have conſented thereto. 
But ſo careful was I of common Tranquility, & fo loth was I to offend 
fome, that in ſecret conference with zealous Men, I travelled rather to 
ſlacken that fervency,God hath kindled in them, than to animate or en- 
courage them, to put their hands to the Lord's Werk,whereinI acknow- 
ledge my ſelfto have done molt wickedly ; and from the bottom of my 
heartI doask my God pardon, that I did not what in melay, to have 
ſuppreſt that Idol inthe beginning. But O ! how far are themen in our 
time from ſuch convictions ! whoſe work it is toputout any ſpark of 
Life or Zeal, which appeareth in any perſon, againſt Idolatry and Idol 
of our times. Now let men,whether toes,or Friends,carp or quarrel never 
ſo mach, yet the parpoſe an1determination of G2d will not be difap- 
prague ,in living witneſſes again{t this mi{-believing,generation,viz. that 
e is both als powerful,and willing, to deliver one, or more of his people 
truſting in him, yea,and that there 7s no reſtraint unto the Lord, to ſave 
by many, or by few, 1 Sam. 14.6. If any be obedient to the voice of his 
Commandments, although ſucceſs doth not always follow thereupon , . 
more than it did to I/rae/, Fof. 7. 12. againſt the City of 47, becauſe 
there was an Achan inthe Camp, and alas there are many Achans in the ' 
Campofour I/rae/, which cauſe the Lord's People to ta!l daily before 
their enemies ;and which makes all their endeavours unſucceſsful: I mean, 
the hidden time-ſerving Hypocrites and' Murmurers, who have preferred 
their backs and bellies, tothe Intereſt of God, and their hearts ſtill de- 
ſirous to return to Egypt: I fay until ſuch Rebe!s be purged and 
dye, we can have little expectation to 95; git in any .enterprize or 
undertaking ; for they have both betrayed and miſ-believed God , 
notwithſtanding of all his Miracles which he did of old , and which 
he has done in our days, tor his peop'e, and before their eyes; yet they 
are ſo far gon2 baci in a courſeof Apoſtacy 'and compliance with 
the Canaanites of our times, and are become fo brutiſhly ignorant, of the 
expreſs Law of God , and are ſuch enemies thereto, that they do rather 
concurr with the- ſaid. Canaanites ,  Fudg. 6. 25, to have Gideon 
put to death for performing his duty , . conform to the expreſs 
gommand of God, than either to ſtudy thereof themſelves or give obe- 
dience thereto. But if it be objefted, that Gideon had an expreſs com- 
mand from God, for throwing down of Baal's Altar , and for cutting 


(24) 
he had anexpreſs command ofGod for his encouragement,but he had no 
new command from God, fave that which was expreſly enjoyned upon 
all the //raelites,by vertue of which every one was obligedto have done 
what he did, without any*ſuch meſſage from God, Dez. 7.2, 3, 15. and 
who are readier with «das ( before they incurr danger or loſs)to ſend 


three thouſand Men to bring Sampſon bound to the P4//7/t;zes, thanto 
have ſenthim ten of his aſſiſtance againſt the common. ener y;concerning 
the truth of which we have gotten many ſad exp*1iments, Buthowe- 
ver I hope, that what hath. been faid, ſhall occaſions t .111er cognition 


of, and a moreſerious ſearch into theſe forementioned trurts, than hath 
kcen for a long time by-paſt. 

That, albeit I have here ſingly declarea my own motives and rea- 
ſons, for that attempt, and ſhooting; wherein, I then had, and now have 
peace, and hope to find acceptance of God, according to the multitude 
of his Mercies,- to ſuch as ſeck and fear him in ſincerity; yet, I will not 
take on meabſolutely, and in every reſpeCt, to juſtifie or aſſert, that it is 
my own deliberate and fixed principle ; let be that it is juſtified 
by , andisthe principle of rhe Non-conforming Presbyterian Party ofthe 
Church of Scozland, of which I havethe honour and happineſs to be one, 
the unworthyeſt of many: Nay, if I ſhould ſay ſo of them, I would be 
found a Lyar againſt the Truth, for TI adventured on it, upon mv own 
pure, andproper motion, without the inſtigation of any, yea without 
the privacy of that party ; whom thereforel earneſtly deſire, that none 
may charge with, and if any ſhall, I dowith the greateſt confidence 
aver, that they deal with them moſt unjuſtly; I have, I ſay again, in the 
ſimplicity of my heart , with.candour and ingenuity, becoming a dying 
Man, and a Chriſtian, believing that he muſt -be made manifeſt before 
the Tribunal of Chriſt, and there receive according to the things done in 
the body, whether they be good or evil, given an accountof the reaſons 
and motives, pouſſing and preſſing me on to it ; wherein I hadquietneſs 
of mind in thetime, and have ſtill to this preſent houre; hoping that as 
he is Soveraign Lord over all Creatures, and may uſe any of them as 
Inſtruments towhatſoever his Pleaſure is; -and that, as Ifay, I did take 
anddo ſtill look upon the motion , as from himſelf; ſo he will accept of 
my ſincerity in it, and-one day, both bring forth his own and my Righte- 
ouſneſs as the Light. | 


FINTITS. 
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Suppoſe , ſome will be defirous to know what hath brought me to this 
place of ſuffering; to which I have no other Anſwer than that which 
Elyah gave, when threataed with death by Jezebel, x Kings 19. 14. I have 
been very jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, becauſe the Children of Trac] 
have forſaken thy Covenant , thrown down thine Altars, and true Wor 
ſhip, and ſlain his Prophets, and Miniſters : And they ſeek my Life to 
take it away. 

With all my Heart and Soul , Town and adhere to the work of Reforma- 
tion , as it was begun and Carried on in this Kingdom, according to the 
Word of God , and the National Covenant, and the Solemn League and Co- 
wvenant ; as it was ſettled amongſt us in Dottrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 
Government, by general Aſſemblies,Synods, Presbyteries, Kirk-Seſſons, & 
the Peoples Fuſt Power to chooſe and call their own lawful Paſtors; and I 
dp declare, that I judge Patronage tobe a Popiſh Right,and an uſurpation 
in the Houſe of God. 

Ido believe, and am perfwaded , that Magiſtracy is an Ordinante ape 
pointed of God , as well under the New Teſtament as it was under the Old E 
and that whoſoever refiſteth the lawful Magiſtrate in the exerciſe of his 
lawful Power , refiſteth the Ordinance and appointment of God,Rom. rz. J. 
For heis God's Miniſter to you for thy good , and in doing good thou needs 
not be afraid of him, 1. Pets 2. 12.We muſt obey the lawful Magiſtrate for 
Conſcience ſake, Deut. 17. 15,16. 17. The lawful 29, muſt be a Man 
qualified according toGod's appointment,and not according to the peoples luſt 
and pleaſure, leaſt in the end he ſhould prove to them a Prince of Sodom, 
and a Governour of Gomorra, whom God in his Righteouſneſs ſhould appoint 
for their Judgment, and eſtabliſh for their correttion ; he muſt be one of th 
Brethren, and not the Face of a Stranger; he muſt not make himſelf ſtrong 


? multiplying of Horſes, to the end he may compel the Lord's People to re- 
" Ge 


l againſt the Lord's expreſs command ; Nor Jeroboam like, compel the 
people to any courſe of Apoſtacy; he muſt not multiply Wives to himſelf, and 
much leſs,whores, nor Marry an 1dolatrous Wife like Jezabel, 1. Kings 16. 
31. Nor be covetous, in multiplying to himſelf Silver or Gold; he muſt be a 
diligent Student of the Law of the Lord, all the =_ of his Life, that he 
turn neither to the Right hand, nor to the Left Hand therefrom, but muſt 
judge the People accordingly ; otherways neither he, nor his Children can ex- 
belt to prolong their days, Sam. 23. 3. He muſt not be a Son of Belial with- 
out or above order, and Law, whom a man cannot touch except he be fenced 


, with Iron, for ſuch ſhall all be preſt away; For ( ſaid David ) hethat ruleth 
{| over Mca mutt bejuſt, ruling in the ”_ ofthe Lord, &c. But if a man 
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ſimulating himſelf to be thus qualified,and thereafter; whex he hath ſtrengthe 
ned himſelf upon the Throne, ſhall abjure and ſacrifice his Oath and Cove- 

nant, both to God and his Subjefts, and ſhall tranſgreſs the Law and Com- 

mandment of the Lord,. ( who hath given the Magi(trate on, one accumulg- 

tive Power, .to promove, proteſt, and defend God's Laws, Truth and People, 

from berg corrupted, violated, or any ways damnified ; and for that end 
he hath received both his place and —_— from God , and Men, for he 

hath not received of the Lord an olſtruttive,deſtructive,or private power;for 
"ashas Leen ſaid )the people can give norightnor power to any man,bat what is 
according to God's appointment, leaſt they ſhould incurr the ſad Challenge 
from God, Hoſea 8. 4, They have ſet up Kings, but not by me; they have 
made Princes,but Iknew it not For in ch. 10.v. 3. Iſrael there is brought 
into confeſſing their fault, and they denyed they had a King , becauſe he was 
not ſuch as God had appointed, and ſaid, what ſhould a: King do to them , 

Seeing he had partly by force,and partly by fraud, withdrawn them from the 
fear and obedience which they ought to God, and to.his Law, and hadſeduced 
and compelled them to 1dolatry , and worſhipping of falſe gods: and if the 
js $46 being inPower,ſball overturne the Covenant-work of God,hisT ruth 

and Intereſts,the fundamental & municpial Laws of the Land,and moreover 

by a ſettled Parliament,according to his own mind, and for his own uſe and 
ends, they as the peoples Dorafenratives, do by Ads Reſciſlory reſcind al 
Adts of handable lawful Parliaments, Committee of States, or Councils, 

wherein were contained or comprehended any mutual Bond, Obligation, Co- 

venant, or contratt betwixt the Prince or People, he having diveſted him- 

ſelf of any legal Right he could have or pretend over ſuch a People, and they 
Leing in Stata quo prius, aud none having Right to rule over them without 
ther own conſent ; if the aforeſaid Magiſtrate ſhall then again Vſurp and 

Invade his peoples Ives, Religions, liberties& Laws, © make even ſimple ſup= 

plicating of himcrimes of Treaſon, contrary to the dittates of Nature, and he 
by armed. emiſſaries , and by his Arbitrary power carried on by the 

Sword in their hands , compel the Lord's People to relinquiſh)\and to 

forſake the true. Religion and worſhip of God , . and make aſurrender 
of both their Soul , Conſcience , Lives, Laws, Liberties, and, inbrace 

a falſe Religion , and Will-worſhip , and engage to ſerve and worſhip 

falſe and Idol Gods at his pleaſure: for thus all that is dear and near to 
a people Leinz in the extremity of hazard ; now it neceſſarily followed to be 

the ty of fuck people, or any part of them, to take up Arms in defence of 

their Eives, Laws, Religion, and Liberties, and of their Fan that 

they may wet te lofi infuch an intolerable bendage and as they would not be 

accoun® 
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accounted guilty of bringing God's Wrath _ the wholeLand,Fer. 22, 2, 3, 
Here the word of theLord,O King of Tudah,&c.Thou and thy Servants, 
and the People that enter inby theſe Gates, execute Judgment and 
Righteouſneſs , and deliver the oppreſſed out of the hand of the oppreſl- 
or, Chap. 37.2. But neither he, nor theServants, nor the People of the 
Land hearkned to the Prophet Feremiah untill Wrath from the Lord con- 
ſumed them all ; Now had'it not been the Peoples duty, to have executed 
Tudgement and Righteouſneſs, and to have delivered the oppreſſed out of the 
hands of the oppreſſor; Zedekiah and his Servants ( which I think was 
meaned by the Nobility and Princes) proving deficient, in order to the per- 
forming of their duty,it neceſſarily followeth to be the peoples duty for if it had 
not been their duty it had not been their fin to have omitted it; But here 
we ſee it is as = charged home, to be the peoples fin, as to be the in of the 
King, or the fin ofhis Nobles; But, ſay ſome, who ſhall be Judg in ſuch caſes ; 
to which I anſwer, that the Law of God is the only Supreme and Infallille 
Fudge, inallſuch caſes; for what other Judge is, when two Kings or Mo 
archs falleth-cut in War, neither of them being Subjeft to any other Fudge ; 
but ſome prophane and brutiſhly Ignorant —_— ſaith, that this or 
that ignorant fellow, or huſſy, take upon them to determine what theLaw f 
God ſaith in ſuch caſes: 1 anſwer, neither this , nor that ignorant fellow, or 
huſſy , nor yet this . or that Ignorant , Prophane, Wicked or Perfidious 
Prince or Princeſs,is capable to be Fudze, Deut.30. 11, For thisCommand- 
ment which I command thee this day, it 1s not hidden from thee nei. 
ther is it far of v. 2. it is not in Heaven,that thou ſhouldeſt fay, Who ſhall 
go up forus to Heaven and bring it to us, that wemay here it anddoit, 
&c. neither is it beyond the Sea, &c. but the word is very near unto 
thee, in thy mouth and in thy Heart that thou may'ſt do it ; And in this 
cauſe I do appeal to any Man of a ſober Wit and Judgment ; ſeeing the Se- 
crets of the Lord are with them that fear him, P/al. 25. 14. And ſceing 
evil Men underſtand not Judgement , but they that ſeek the Lord un- 
derſtand all things , Prov. 28. 5. For they know not how to do Right, 
who ſtore up the Robbery in their Pataces, Amos 3. 10. who is meſt ca- 
pable to judge, what the Law of God determineth, in all ſuch matter; Ar- 
taxerxes a great Monarch commanded, that whatſoever is. commanded of 
the God of Heaven, that it ſhould be diligently done, for the houſe of the 
Cod of Heaven, for why ſhould there be Wrath upon the King and his 
Sons, Ezra 7.23. But O how many Men at this time of the Scrs of Belial , 
contrary to what 15 here ſpoken of , {crew up thoſe who are above them to ſo 
izh a Princ 'ple, an os illimitated and rt itrary Pewer, far al ove what 
either the law of Ged, cr the Law of Natare will admit of for this very end 
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a ainnf, wot tiey wy gfory in the works of their own hands, and that 
ke rom they have thus ſet up, and to whom they have made a ſurrender of 
both Credit, Conſcience , and common Honeſty, may return unto them a gr 
er overothers , who are under them , by putting Swords in the hands of 
Eloody Cut-throats ; who are raiſed and {vas up for that effett , to keep 
and bring into an Egyptian Bondage, the Perſons, Lives,Laws, Liberties, 
yea even the Souls and Conſciences of the Lord's People;The which P ower,T 
declare,to be diabolical, prophane, and blaſhphemous, and Pharoah-like to 
ſay, Who is the Lord that they ſhould obey him , Exod. 5.2. Now ſeeing 
both the Throne and the Judgment is the Lords, then O bleſſed and happy 
Magiſtrate, who ruleth and governeth his Subjefts , keeping in a ſtreight 
Line of ſubordination to'God's Law , and Statutes ,. for in ſo doing ,. who. 
may ſay to him what doſt thou > Prov. and O happy and bleſſed people thus 
Governed, Deut. 4. $. And what Nation is there ſo great, that hath Sta-. 
tutes and Judgments ſo Righteous,as all this Law which I ſet before you 
this day. ButO the Blaſphemous perjuries, and Wickedneſs of this Apoſtate. 
Generation , whom no Bands, Obligations ,, nor Covenants can bind, ex. 
cept theſe ſpoken in the 149. Pſal. 8. But ſhall they thus break the Cove- 
nant , and eſcape and be delivered. Ezek. 17. 15, 18. As if the Lords hand 
and power could not reach them , to inflif juſt and due puniſhment upon them 
which commit ſuch things.. I do deteſt and abhor that woful Indulgence 
and Incroachment,. and Vſurpation on- the Crown and Prerogatives Royal 
ef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ( at leaſt in the givers thereof ) howbeit, Thave 
very much love, C ay and Aﬀetion to many who have embraced the ſame,, 
for I do really think, that they have been out-witted m that matter,and have 
not wickedly departed from following the Lord ; yet Thope they ſhall get 
their Soils for a prey in the m7 of the Lord , although they may ſuffer loſs, 
in building ſuch Hay and Stuble upon the Reck Chriſt Feſus, when that their 

work ſhall be burnt up Ly the fire of his Jealoufre. 

1 proteſt beſore God, Angels, and men, againſt all theſe Ats of Parli- 
ament or Council; which are againſt and derogative to the work of God, and 
Reformation, and carrying on of the ſame , according as we are ingaged and 

ſworn in theſe holy bands of the Nationall Couenant, and ſolemn League and 
Covenant ;. Fabhor the ſhedding of the Llood of the Lords people , for their 
adiearing to the ſame , and the peoples guarding ſuch in Priſen houſes and 
at Scffolds unto their death ; whom both by the Oath of God upon them, 
and by the eminent and laudalle Laws of the Land , and by the Law of 
Nature they were obliged to have d:f-nded to the uttermoſt of their lives 
and fortunes ;, 1t being mojt well kaown ,, that ſuch as were put to death , 
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had committed no Crime, but on thc contrary had performed a Duty, which 
they were as much obliged to have performedas theſe, if the guarders had 
beenas faithful to God and man as the Pannels were. " 

Likewiſe 1 proteſt againſt their Baniſhment, Impriſoument,. or *Finings , 
or Confinements,and againſt all the hardſhips:and perplexities of whatſoever 
kind, which they have been put to, through the Intquity of the times ; So 
that we may juſtly with our predeceffors ſay, That our Perſecutors have de- 
woured us. aud have Cruſhed us , have emptied us, ſwallowed us up like a Dra-« 
gon, and have filled their bellies with our Delicates,and have caſt us out, 
5 Jer» 34. For which cauſe, God gave a charge to prepare Inſtruments for 
the overthrow and deſtruftion o ich perſecutors , v. the 12. Becauſe it was 
the Vengeance of the Lord and of his Temple, ſo ſhall our Remnant who oute 
live theſe Perſecutors, ſay v. 35. The violence done to me and my fleſh, be up- 
on Babylon, and my blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea; let wrath 

from the Lord purſue them, for their blood and violence in their perſons and 
Eſtates, and their ſtrength , wherein they confide , and in their friends 
and favourites, who have conſulted and contrived within their wicked 
Courſes. I hope the time is drawing nigh, and that the joynts of their Loyns 
is loofing , their knees are beginning to ſmite one againſt another, Dan. 5. 6. 
and the handwriting begins to be pourtrayed upon the wall, becauſe they 
have not ——_— what God did to their Predeceſſors,. for their 
Hdolatrous Pride and Wickedneſs ; —— they knew it, yet they are be-- 
come more infolent in Idolatry and Wickedneſs, and daring againſt God than 
ever their Forefathers preſumed to be, in medling with the Veſſels and I;- 
terials of Gods houſe , and with the Crown and Kingly Ofice of Chriſt Feſus,, 
and have appropriate them to their own 1dolatrous ends and uſes, 2:1. 22. 
Therefore ,. when the forbiſhed $ word of the Lords Indignation and Juſtice 
Breaketh forth to devour , which it may do, before the dark night of 
theſe dreadfull Diſpenſations paſs over,. then ſhall the time-ſerviag [1ypt- 
crites of this Generation begin to their untimely Prayers, viz. Hits and 
Mountains fall upon them, to hide them from the face of vve Righterns 

Judge ,. for who may al ide the day of his comiag 5 for Excentivg of Veas 
geance on his Adwverſaries. Ia that day the man {hall be accuſed who Ree = 
eth back his Sword from blood,. and who doth the work of the. I ard deco ts 

fully, Jer. 45. 10. Tea happy [ball he be that taketh this cirfed 0[1{te nant, 
and prelatical brood, and dajheth them againſt the tones; yea | fy (hall 

he he that rewarded them as they have ſerved S Flat. I {7+ Fir tits Fee 

.#94r have all his Saints, the hizh Praiſes of God in tier menth, and a 
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A] (30) 
two edged Sword in their hand,toexecuteVengeance upon the Heathen,P1.149. 

Having thus delivered niy ſelf in the points that I have mentioned , I 
only add to what Thave ſaid, that I do only own theſe things as my own 
Judgment in theſe great and Important matters, not willing that any thing 
wherein others may differ from me , ſhould be looked upon as the principles 
and perſwaſion of that party whereto I adhere; And I obteſt that no man be 
fo Diabolik and Prophane, as to charge this upon any of my perſwaſion, it be= 
ing but my own, in which I hope, God hath approven me, and whom God Jus 
{tifieth,, who dare Condemn 2 

Now, if the Lord, in his wiſe and over-ruling Providence , bring me 
to the end of my Pilgrimage , and tomy long looked for and defired Fap- 
pineſs ; tet him take his own way and time, in bringing me to it :. And in 
the mean while , O my Soul, fing thouthis Song, Spring up O Well of this 
Flappineſs and Salvation , of all thus eternal Hope and Conſolation , and 
whilſt thou art burthened with this clog of a Clay Tabernacle, 4g thou deep 
in it, by Faith, Patience, hope and Charity, and withal the Inſtruments 
hich God hath given thee ; dig in it both by precepts and promiſes, dig care- 


fully, and dig continually , ay and till thou come to the Source and head of 


rhe Fountain himſelf , from whence the waters of life flow forth ; dig until 
thou come to the Aſſembly of the firſt born, when this Song is moſt ſuitably 
ſung tothe Praiſe and Ghry of the Rich Mercy and free Grace of this fountain 
cf Life; O my Soul follow ( in all this digging) the Diretlions of the great 
Law-ziver ; ſoſhalt thou proſper in all thy taking of pains.; O happy Nobles 
and Princes of Iſrael, who were admitted to — and to the Song, to the 
pains and to the profit, whichnone of the mixed multitude of Murmerers were 
admitted to, becauſe of their unbelief, Numb. 21. 17. And O Father of 
Mercy, while I am toſſed upon the turbulent Seas of manifold troubles, graut 
that thy preſence may be with me, and that thy everlaſting arms may be 
underneath me, toſupport me, for ſure Tam, Moles thy Servant had good 
reaſon to be importunate in this ſuit, Exod. 32. 2. compared with 14. and 
15. V. Chap. 34. 9. Seeing noleſs could furniſh him with freſh ſupplies in the 
work he was about.) let thy preſeace be with me, and then my Soul ſhall dig,& 
fine, and ſing and dig through times of trouble into Eternal Reſt,where 1 ſhall 
be admitted to behold the Rock Chriſt, out of whom floweth the pure Foun- 
tain and River of Life and Happyneſs , which Tmay drink and not be dam- 
nified through the aſſaults of Satan, or the invaſions of fin, or of a 
wicked world any more ; now according to thy promiſe, Mat. 10. 19. Out of 
thy Fatherly Mercy , grant preſent help, ſupply and d:reftion in this time of 
troable, ſeeing it is not in man that walketh, to dirctt his own ſteps, Jer. 10. 

2.2, 
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23.and thought be a hard thing rightly to diſtinguiſh betwixt Sin and 
Duty; yet thy Law, thy Word and thy Truth which are quick and powerful , 
dividing aſunder of Soul and is a direftor of the thoughts, and thy Law 
giveth Ught, Paſ. 119. 105. Pfal. 32. 8. For thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are 
ſure, making wiſe the ſimple, Pfal. 19.7. For thou'alone canſt make all thy 


' diſpenſation prove profitable in order tothe purging awayof ſin even when 


they ſeem to be deſtruitive,Eſa. 27.9.eſpecially,when thou intends them not for 
deſtrution,but for tryal,Deut.8. 2,10.and for further Humiliation, for thou, 
0 Lord,haſt led me for many years. through a barren and weariſome Wilder- 


* neſs;to the end, that thou mayeſt workthy work of quay coun» in me, al. 


though, if it had ſeemed good unto thee, thou couldſt have brought me into the 
Land of Promiſe and Reſt a nearer way, Exod. 13. 17. For thou by hardſhips, 
many a time hides Prid from men, and ſealeſt up their inſtruttion, that thou 
may ſt deliver his Soul from the Pit, and that life may ſee the light, Job-3 3. 
17. And m_ thou , O Lord, ſhouldſt ſend me the back trad, and tenor 
of my Life, to ſeek my Souls conforts, and incouragements from thence; yet 1 
have no cauſe to complain of hard _— from thy hand , ſeeing it it t by or-- 
dinary way with ſome of thy people , Plal. 42. 6.0 God, my Soul is caſt down 
within me,therefore will I remember thee from the Land of Jordan, and from 
the Hill Hermon , &c, Tea the laſt time he brought me to the Banqueting= 
houſe, and made love his Banner over me ( amongft the cold High-'and ' 
Hills befide Kipper, Nov. 1673. ) he remembred his former kindnsſſes to- 
wards me ; but withal he ſpoke it in mine Ear, that there was a tempe/tuons 
ſtorm to meet me in the Face , which I behooved to'go through with the 
ſtrength of that Proviſion, 1. Kings 19. 7 Andnow, O my Soul, ſeeing it is 
his ordinary way and method with thee, to ſend a ſhower, and a ſunblink, 
and again a ſunblink and ſhower, therefore, keep thou ſilent toGod, and mu;r- 
mur not, fret not, be not, dilquieted, he jtill, and 6: content, ſeeing al my 
perſecutors can do either by fraud, or force, canneither alter the Nature or 
kind of my ſufferings, or add ſomuch as a degree- thereto , neither lengthen 
out the time of them- for a moment, Matthew 10. 29. Exodus 1z, 
41. All Pharoahs Power could not keep Iſrael one Night longer in Egypt , 
therefore it is my duty to ſtudy with Paul, Philippians 4. 11, 12. What/oe- 
ver State I am ing therewith to be content; and ſay, Should the Earth be 
forſaken, and the Rock be removed out of its place for me 2 Job. 18. 4. ſhou!d 
Ged alter the courſe of his providence for me, in which there is ſuch an effi-i 
cacy as to carry allthings to the proper and appointed end:what an irreſiſtal le 
power ? and that I maybetoand in him, not as having my own Righte- 
ouſneſs whi:h is of the Law, Lut that which is through the Faith of © 
Chriit 
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Chtilt, the Righteouſhes which is of God by Faith , P-/7. 3. 9. 10. and 
to re/:2a u9 unto God my will and affettions, to be diſpoſed as he pleaſeth, and 
to ſay with fear , humility , and reverence, O Father, not my will, but 
thine be done; ard whether I live or dye, may be the Lords that through 
11s Mercy and Grace Tmay attain to his approbation; viz. Well done good 
and faithful Servant, who hath hitherto ſent his Angel, and ſhut the Lyons 
Mouth that they have not hurt me, Day. 6. 22. and who hath ſo ſhut the 
eyes of my perſecutors witha Sodomitiſh blindneſs, that hitherto they could 
not find out the way, how to break in upon me ;and 1 hopeghe will in due time 
bring me out of the fiery Furnace, and ſhall not through his Grace, ſuffer the 
ſmell thereof to be found upon me ; and if not, yet Inever held it to be my du- 
's to worſhip this rotten and ſtinking Idol of Fealoufieqwhich theſe Nations 
have ſet up, who have killed both the Lord Jeſus , and their own 
prophets , and have perſecuted us, Theſ. 1. 15. For thou, O Lord, haſt 
not abhorred nor deſpiſed my affitions , when I was afflicted, neither haſh 
thou hid thy Facefrom me, but whenl crycd unto thee thou heardeſt me; 
Pſ. 22.2.4. Now, O Lord God,thou haſt madethe Heaven, and the Earth 
by thy great Power, and ſtretched out Arm, Fer. 32 17. Bring thou me 
at length to a happy arrival within the Gates of the New Jeruſalem, where 
0 unclean thing can come ; that my praiſe may be of thee in the great con- 
gregation. And although as Job. ſaith 10. 17. That thou,O Lord, haſt de« 
livered me to the ungodly,and haſt turned me over into the hands of the wick- 
ed yet by this, I know, that thou, O Lord favoureſt me, becauſe mine 
Enemies do not triumph over me; when I ſtand in Judgement,thou O Lord 
didſt not condemn ; and if it pleaſeth thee thou will not leave me in their 
hands, Pf. 41. 11.Pl. 37. 33. But canſt bring up my -" from the Pit of 
Corruption , Jonah 2. 6. And ſeeing I have not preferred, nor ſought after 
mine own things , but thy Honour and Glory,the Good Liberty, and Safety of 
thy Church and people, although I may be now miſ-conſtrutted by many ; yet 
at length, T hope, thou Lord, will make my Light break forth as the Morn- 
ing, and my Righteouſneſs as the Noone-day, and that Shame and Darkneſs 
ſhallcover all who are Adverſaries to my Righteous cauſe; For thou Lord art 
the Shield of my help, and the Sword of my excellency, and my Enemies ſhall 
be found Lyars, Amen, yea and Amen. 
James Mitchel. 
|| N ſome parts of this Villainous Paper you find the Author diſcourſing 
like a Jeſuzte, in ſome like an Enthuſiaſt, and in many places like both. 
And from the beginning to the end of it he argues from the ſuppoſed va- 
ldity of the judicial Law, which God gave the 7alites, not as their God. 
ut 
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but as their Politica! Sovereign, and wv hich they onthe other hand recery- 
ed from his infinite Majzeſtie , not on a Morral Accoi.nt, as his rational 
Creatures, or the Sons of Adm or Noah;but upon the account of the civil 
Relation they had to him as Subje&s,or his people 1n Folirical ſence. For 
theZewi/þ Government, asa!l their Writers agree,was a 1 heocratical con- 
ſtitution, or the Temporal Kingdom of Cod ; who was p'eaſed to become 
Fehovah-Sator,and dwell among them in a viſible external manner : in ſo 
much that the Judges, and Kings, were but his High-commilſioners, and 
Vice-roys., who were choſen, and depoſed by him at his pleaſure, and 
like Moſes, and Jo/ha his firſt two Generals could neither make War, nor 
Peace, nor undertake any State-matter of great moment , without firſt 
asking Counſel of the Lord, 

Sometimes he anſwered them by Meſſengers, or Prophets; ſometimes 
by Dreams and Viſions, but moſt commonly in the time betwixt Moſes, 
and the Captivity, by Vrim and Thummim, which was a Political Oracle, 
appointed on purpoſe for the Judges, Kings, or Genera's, or the whole 
Congregation to conſult in matters of State and War. But our Saviour, 
who came to break down the wall of partition betwixt the Gentiles and 
the Jews, threw his Fathers incloſure into the Common again, and put 
anend to his Political Governtnent over the Fews, Who had they e nbraced 
Chriſtianity, and continued in their Countrey, as one entire people to 
this day, would not have been obliged by their ſpecifick Judgments and 
Statutes , wherein their Civil, Crimina!, and Military Laws conſiſt. No, 
the whole deſign of the Goſpel is ſo inconſiſtent with the Jewi/h Oe- 
conomy, that it is impoſſible tor Chriſtians to obſerve ſome, ridiculous to 
obſerve others, and impious again to obſerve others of their judicial Laws. 
Of the laſt ſort are all thoſe which God gave the Jews ; as Carnifices Gen- 
tium, or Executioners of his Wrath upon the Seven Idolatrous incorrigi- 
ble Nations, as likewiſe all thoſe Capital Adts againſt Ido/atrie, as High 
Treaſon to his Government, and inconſiſtent with the Deſign he had to 
be King, as well as God of the F-ws, whom he ſet up as alight among 
the Gentiles, and ſecured them by thoſe great ſeverities from falling into 
Demonolatrie, which was the Catholique Religion of the World. 

This was the genera Opinion of all Chriſtians,till the Romans began to 
rgue by falſe Analogy from things and perſons in the Jewifh, tothings 
and perſons under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation , and from them it was, 
that the Presbyterians firſt of all the learned to defend Murders, Af 
ſaflinations , Rebellions and Maſlacres , as you ſee this Villian hath 
done. 
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Pope Adrian the Jixth moved the Princes of Germanze to cut off Lu 
ther, and the Lutherans, becauſe ( forſooth ) Ged caſt Corahand his Com- 

pany down into He'l, and commanded , thar all thoſe ſhould be put to 

death that would not obey the High Prieſt. Andas Dav//arelates in the 

Ninth book of his Hiſtory, the Pope compared the Duke of Gai/e, that 

Patron of the curſed League, to Judas Maccabers, and the Teſurts com-. 
p!emented him with the name of G4eo,and bid him go on, and proſper 

in the name of God. According to which damnable notion of falſe Zea- 

lotry, when they Conſecrate an Aſſaſſin (as Zoſpinian hath proved they 

ſ>metimes do ) to Murder an Heretick Prince,they Sotemnly Conſecrate 

him to the work of tke Lord in ſuch alike form as this. Thea Flef Son of 
God, take here the Sword of Gideon, the Sword of Jeptha, the Sword of 
Sampſon, the Sword of David, the Sword of the Maccabees, ge, and be of 
good Courage , and the Lord ſtrengthen thy Arm. Can any thing be more 

like Mr. Mizchels Juſtification than this? would not one think his Soul 

had entred into that ſecret of the Jeſ#its, ſeeing hehath not Aﬀted on- 

ly like one of their Aſlaſſins,but written his Apology with their poyſoned 

Ink. If Father Brown the Feſuite , that Preachd among them ſo many 

years, had penn'd it, could it have favoured ſtronger of the Society of 
Teſus, or become ſuch an Author better than it doth ? He boaſted on his 
Death-bed at Inge/tonbr igges, that he had Preached as down right Pope- 
ry in our Field-coneynticle,as ever he had Preached in Rome itſelf ; and 
had he been the Author of this Paper, he might have alſo boaſted , to 

the comfort of his departing Soul, that he had written as true a Papiſti- 
cal Pamphlet,as ever was written in the Romi/ſh Church. I think there is 
great preſumption toaſlert, that the Father might help to indoctrinate 
Mitchel inthis Myſtery of Ini juity,; but if hedid not, yet both he and 

the Author of Nap5tha/i mightinvent theſe DoCtrines without conſulting 

Feſuites, ſeeing it is the Calala of their own Sect. 

For this way of arguing todo miſchief from the judicial Law, was the 
Logick of our molt Primutive Presbyterians, which hath ever ſince cauſ- 
&d ſomuch ruine and blood. 

For in the Convention at Edinburgh Jan. 1560. for Ratification of a 
nzw torm of Church-Policy, it>was Enacted, that all Monuments and 
Places of Idolatry, by name Chappels, Cathedral Churches, and Colledg- 
es, ſhou'd be ſuppreſſed ; whereupon through the inſtigation of John 
Knox enſacd (ſaith my c Author) a pitiful Vaſtation of Churches , and 

Church-buildings, ſo that the Libraries nor Church- 
regiſters, nor Sepulchers of the dead were ſpared. And 
ſome ill adviſed Preachers ( ſaith he ) did animate 
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the People in the:r Barbarous proceedings, crying out, that places, where 
Idols had been worſhipped, oaght by the Law ot God to be dzitroyed , 
and that the tparing ot them was the reſerving of things execrablc; as it 
(he ſub;oyns ) the commandment given to [/-ae/ for detiroying the' places 
where the Canaanites did worlhip their talſe Gods, had 

Gan-6n, been a Warrant tor them to do the fame. I confeſs the 

Council of Carthage inthe time of Zonorius decreed, that the Emperors 
ſhould be Petitioned to raze the Temp'es, and deſtroy the Reliques of 
Heathen Idols ; but it was becauſe in Maritime, and other places of 4- 
frique , Idolatry was yet profeſſed in them, and not from any ſenſe of 
Duty incumbent upon them trom the Moſaic Law. For that as well as 
the Latin and Greek Churches had converted the Temp'es of Idols into 
the Churches of Chriſt-3 but as tor the ſupernumerary uſeleſs company 
oi them, which remain'd as Snares, and Monuments of the Dominion 
which the Devil had had in the World ; they thought it both for the 
honour and intereſt of Chriſtianity; that they ſhould be taken away. 

In the following year, 1561. although Queen Mary had agreed 
with the Council, '1 hat ſhe ſhould have her own Service in Her own 
d Spotsw. &c, L.4. Chappel , yetthe next day , when the 4 Tapers were 
An, 1561. carried through the Court, a Zealot of Mr. Mztchce!'s 
Principies tell upon him that bore them, and broak them all to pieces, 
and had not the Tumult been timely ſuppreſſed by ſome moderate S$pi- 
rits abominable Barbarities had enſued ; tor ſome maintain'd, that if 
right were done, Her Majeſties Prieſts ſhould have been ſlain, accor- 
dingto Gods Law againſt Ido!ators. It would be endleſs to rrace theſe 
Principles down from the time of the Original Presbyterians to theſe un- 
happy days; you may ſeecnough of them in the Parliament Sermons , 
and innumerable other Pamph'ets of the late times. How often did the 
late Presbyterian Preachers Commend the Houſe of Commons for their 
Zeal, and ranſack the Old Teſtament for examples and precepts to per- 
ſwade the giddy Vulgar., that the Rebels fought the Lords Battels, and 
that their cauſe was his ? How often did they compare the moſt active 
of them to Gideon , Samſon , and Phineas , and complement the wor- 
thies of the late long Parliament in England, as Gregory the 15th. Com- 
plemented the laſt King of Fraxce,when he raiſed an Army tor the Ex- 
tirpation ofthe Proteſtants, in the Glorious name of the Lord of Hoſts. 
Did not that darling ofthe FaQion, Mr. Calamy, in the bloody Speech 
which he made in 43. at the Gu//dha// of Lowdonto the Citizens, ( toper- 
ſwade them to contribute largely towards the bringing in of our _ 

2 ti 


kt 
tiſk' Army ) jaſtifie himſelf from the objections of his own tender Con- 
ſcience, that he being a Miniſter of rhe Goſpel ſhould Stir them up to 
make War; by taking an Apology from Numb. 10. and Deut. 20. where 
God ordained , thatthe Sons ot Aaron the Prieſts thould ſound the A- 
larm with the Silver Trumpets, and that the Prieſt ſhould make a Speech 
to encourage the pzople going out to Battel to fight for the Lord of 
Hoſts. Sothat Naphthali , Nehu/htan, and Mztchels Papers arc but the 
laſt improvement of the Presbyterian Logick and Zeal, which makes 
our Conventicle-Preachers ride about with Guards, like petty Princes , 
and their followers, more like Soldiers than Chriſtians, come Armed by 
1 houſands into the Field. 

They are now arriv'd atthe higheſt pitch of Enthuſiaſm and Bigotry, 
and are as ready upon all occaſions, to do as much for the Spiritual 
Crown of Chriſt, which they think inconſiſtent with the Mitre; as 
the Men of the Fifth Monarchy principles , areready to do tor the-Tem- 
oral Kingdom of Jeſus. So thatif God in his good Providence had not 
{ent down the Duke of Lauderdale among us to prevent the ſtorms that 
were ready to ariſe ; in all human probability , this Kingdom had been 
involved in ſuch a violent Rebellion, as could not have been quell'd with- 
out extrinſecal force. His Grace came hither without any proſpe& of 
trouble ; and the incredible- numbers of Nobility, and Gentrey , that 
thr>ng'dto meet him ſeveral days Journey on Engliſh ground, were e- 
nough to makehim preſume that all would be quiet and ſerene. But he 
had not been many: days among us , when he was ſurpriz'd with the 
news of great inſolencies, and diforders. caus'd by theField-Conventi- 
cies in the Weſt. 

Now to make you underſtand what Wind blew up that ſecret flame , 
and how thoſe evil principles probably cameto be put into fermentation, 
F muſt lead you back to the year 1674. when ſome , whoſe diſcontenrs 
far exceeded their cauſes, under the o'd pretence of redreſling griev- 
ances , did defign ſomething elſe, and thereby almoſt render'd the Par- 
liameat uſe'eſs for the publick ends, for whichir was call d. 

The Duke of Lauderdale was then His Majeſties _ Commiſſioner: , 
& there was n-t cnereal grievance, of whica he himſe:f did not propoſe 
t1e removal; nor any one pretended;concerning which he was not will- 
ing to treat: and if it were found to Lereally ſuch, to have. it redreſs'd 
in-an orderly, fair , and legal manner, according to the fundamental 

conſtitutions of the Houle. B.t this would not fſatisfie their diſcontents 
(which cno»gh demonſtrates, that ſomething elſe was deſigned —_ 
the 
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the removal of Grievances ) whereupon his Grace returning to Court 
to give an account of affairs to his n_ Maſter , ſuch great confuſi- 
ons appeared among, us, asnaturally follow palliateddiſcontents. Then 
did Welſh, and other declared Traitors , take the confidence to Preach 
openly in Fife, and 7iveot-dale , which betore had been orderly places; 
and there they were entertain'd and encourag'd to debauch the People 
from their Duty to the King, and the Church. And if theſe bold at- 
tempts, and diſorderly practiſes had not then been timely quell'd by 
his Grace's care , and condu, it is eaſte to Divine to what eminent ha- 
zard, our Peace, and Government had been expos'd 
Whether our Fanaticks were then under-hand encourag'd to commit 
theſe inſolencies, by deſigning malcontents, time the revealer of ſecrets 
may ſhew; but it is beyondall peradventure, that ſcandalous and unſea- 
ſonable diviſions caus'd by nothing, but envy, and diſcontent, did then 
animate , embolden thentto theſe turbulent, practices; and therefore 
it ſeemsnot improbable , that the ſame diſcontented party envying 
the Duke his glorious reception, and the juſt eſteem he hath with his 
Prince, and intending to truſtrate his beſt counſe's, and endeavours for 
png this, and by conſequence the Kingdom of Eng/and in Peace; 
ave now conjured up the Fanatical _ again ,.to aft inmore inſo- - 
lent irregularities, than at any time heretofore. But let the. Cauſe be 
what it will, the Conventicles were never ſo numerous and trequent ; 
as they now begin , and ſometime after continued to be in Fife , Clids- 
dale, Tiveot-dale, Galloway, Sterling ſhire , and Carritt ; the laſt of which 
Shires had always been peaceable, and orderly till now , when they all 
conſpir'dtoenvade the publick pzace. At theſe Field-Conventiclzs wou!d 
meet ſometimes 5. or 6. thouſand, ſometimes-8.- or 9. thouſand at a time, 
as many of which as werefit to bear Armes, and could provide them, 
never tail'd to come appointed into the Field. For this reaſon our Laws 
and Proclamations ſtile theſe Field-meetings Rendezvoxzes of Rebellion, 
which is as modeſt a Name as they- can deſerve. For moſt of the princi- - 
ple Preachers among them , as Welſh and Arnot, are e:ther attainted or 
declared Traytors, and were Akors in the Rebellion of 656. .and. the 
Haranzues (for T will not call them Sermons) which they make to the 


' People, tend to nothing, but to make them Rebe', and poiſeſsthem with 


hatred againſt the King; andthe Church. In Oober laſt at Sanchil in 
Carri , Mr. Welſh, attended with ſeven oreight- ſeditious Preachers, 
madea prca:hrenttothe principal diviſion ofa muititudeupwards of 7000. 


People upon St: John 11. 34, 35-:In this Preachment among much other 
Trea- - 


(33. 

"Treaſonable ſtuff he ſpoke theſe words. The King, the Nobles, and the 
Prelates are ſure the Murderers of Chriſt, and then ſitting down in his 
chair , he ſaid , Oh People, I will be filent. Speak O People, and tell me 
what good the King hath done fince his home-coming; yea hath he not done 
all the miſchief a Tyrant could do=—=----2 At another Conventicle not long 
after, he ſpoke thus, or to this purpoſe, That he was confident , that God 
would yet aſſert the cauſe of Pentland-hills, i» ſpite of the Curates( fer ſo 

they call the Orthodox Miniſters ) and their Maſters the Prelates , and in 
ſpite of the Prelates, and their Maſter the King, and in ſpite of the King, 
and his Maſter the Devil. 

But to proceed, at theſe Fie!d-Meetings they adminiſtred the Solemn 
League and Covenant to the Peopie ; and made them ſwear never to 
hear the Orthodox Miniſters more: and in a moſt Fopiſh manner , 
gave them the Sacrament thereupon. 1 hey allo ke; t Claſſical meetings, 
where they ordain'd Ignorant, aad Factious {trip/ings, and by an unpa- 
rallel'd Act of Schiſm, took the Confidence to re-ordain one Mr. John 
Cuniagham, who was formerly ordain'd Presbyter by the late Lord 
Bithop of Ga/laway, and likewiſe preſum'd to receive the Hypocr:tical 
Contcilions , and Repentance of ſuch as they had perſwaded , or ſub- 
orn'd to confeſs the great ſin ofjoyning in Worſhip with our Church. 
They admittedruling E'ders in ſeveral precinRs,and with incomparable 


Impudence proceeded to Inſtitute, and induCt Preachers of their Tribe, . 


both into vacant and full Churches; according to Mr. Mitclel's Judg- 
ment , who aſſerts in his Apology , that every Pariſh ought to chooſe 
its Preacher, and that Patronage 1s but a Popiſh Rite. They alſo con- 
fiding in their Numbers, proceeded in manifeſt contempt of Authority 
toereCt Preaching-Houlſes ; particularly in Carrid, and Go/loway, were 
Perſons of no mean Quality and Intereſt, harbour'd and careſſed thoſe 
great Apoſtles of the Cauſe Welſh and Arnott ; who ride about theſedif- 
afiected Shires in great State, and Security , with Guards conſiſting of 
40. 50. or greater numbers of Horſe. From theſe Inſolencies they pro- 
ceeded to invadethe Houſes, and menacethe Perſons of ſome Orthodox 
Miniſters, whom Mr: Wel/þ deelared either in a Conventicle, or Pres- 
bytery , ſomewhere in Carrid, that it was as lawtull to kill, as for the 


{ſraelites to kill the Canaanites, it they complained to the men ( for ſo' 


he called the Magiſtrates ) in Power. Thele out-rages ſo frighted the 
Orthodox Clergy, that many Miniſters forſook their —_ ; and ſome 
of our Biſhops, wholived in thoſe diſtratted corners, were forc'd for their 
ſecurity, to repair tothis Town, Thus all things ſemed torun _ on 
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fuſion ; and if excellent methods had not been uſed to preventthe ſequel 
of ſuch dangerous beginnings; the faction by this time had grown into 
a formed party, and diſputed the Cauſe , with an Army in the Field. 
The firſt thing the Privy Council did, was to iſſue out Proclamations 
for the execution of the Laws againſt theſe Conventicles; and to uſe all 
means poſſible for ſeizing the pertons of Welſh, and Arnott, and other ſe- 
ditious Preachers : but the former were rendred in effe&tual, the Herita- 
ble Sheriff,and Bayliffs,and other Officers of the ſeditious diſtricts refuſing 
to at ;and the latter could not Le broughr to effect, becauſe the Preachers 
arealways ſo flrongly guarded in publick ;and in private ſhelter themſelves 
with ſuch ſiperſtitious adorers of their holy perſons, as none of the pro- 
poſed rewards can temptto betray.. Diſorders thus continuing,the Coun- 
cil acquainted His Majeſty with the dangers they threatned, and humbly 
mov'd him to ſend ſpeedy Orders, that a conſiderable number of his ri/þ 
Troops ſhou!d march to the maritime Borders next adjacent to Ga//oway 
and the Weſtern Shires, to be ready for Tranſportation if occaſion re-, 
quir'd, His Majeſty, who was long ſince acquainted wirhrhe Spirit and 
Principles of our Remonſtrator-Presbyterians, in compliance with the 
wholeſome advice of his Privy Council, immediately ordered, that a 
well-appointed Party, of about 3000. Horſe and Foot,ſhould be ſent un- 
der the conduct of the Loyal, and Valiant Viſcount of Grazard, our 
Countrey-man, to quarter upon the Maritime Borders , and to March 
at the Command of the Privy Council here. This particular care of His 
Majeſty, and the approach of the Forces, did very much ſurprize the 
Fanatical party, who were made to believe by the malcontents,that the 
Duke had no intereſt at Court, nor was capable to procureany extrin(i- 
cal aſſiſtance, although they ſhould rebel. The 7ri/h Forces being arri- 
ved upon the Coaſts,the Council werereſolv'd to try what fair and gen- 
tle means would do; and thereupon directed Letters to the Heritors 
(whom you call Landlords) of Air, and Renfrew, to know if they would 
undertake by their own power to reduce theſe diſorders , haveing the 
King's Authority for that effe&t.” The ZZeritors met in a full Afembly, 
and after two days conſultation return'd Anſwer by three Noble Lords, 
whom the Council had ſent to attend them, that they cou'd not under- 
take by their own Power to keepthe Countrey free trom- Conventicles, , 
or any diſorders that might enſue thereupon. 
You muſt know that our Land'ords have far more Authority over-' 


- their Tenants,, than yours; infomuch, that inthe moſt difafteCted places, 


there are no Conventicles, where the Heritors, :nd Supertiors uſe t1cir 
pt.- * 
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private Authority to keep the the people conſlant to the Chrrch. All the 
Wor'd hereknows, that there isnot a more Fanatical ſhire inthis King- 
dcomthan Murray; and yet by the ſingle Authority, and Intereſt of that 
moſt Loyal and deſerving perſon the Earl of Murray, it is kept in asper- 
tect Order and Obedience, as it there were no Conventicles in the World. 
B..r, as for the aforeſaid ſhires, . the Council expeed no ſuch anſwer 
from them, becauſe they of all others have had moſt indulgence, as ha- 
ving Non-conformiſt Miniſters legally ſetled in very many Churches a- 
mong them. which one would think, if that party had any Reaſon, mo- 
deſty, or Conſcience, might have kept them trom troubling the publick 
Peace. Therefore the Council having received ſuch an unreaſonable 
anſwer from the Heritors of theſe more indulged ſhires, concluded what 
returns they might expe&tfrom others;and therefore began now to think 
it was high time to reduce them to their duty by force. Whereupon, 
knowing that the body of this Kingdom was Loyal, they reſolved rather 
to reduce the Fanaticks by our ownintrinſical power, than to call in His 
Majeſties 7ri/þ Forces, unleſs there ſhould be abſolute need. Where- 
fore to the Kings ſtanding Forces, they added the Militia of the moſt 
Loyal County of Angus and admitted the Auxiliary Forces, which ſe- 
vera! Loyal Lords-that have Intereſt, and Authority in the Z/ghlands , 
did proffer to raiſe out of their Vaſſals, and Dependents for His Majeſties 
ſpecial Service in this critical exigence of Afﬀairs. And by his Majeſties 
ſpecial Approbation and Command, they were all united into one Army, 
under the Condu@ of the moſt Valiant and Loyal Earl of Lin Lithgaw, 
who towards the latter end of laſt Jax. marched into the Weſtern 
ſhires. 

And that all things might be tranſacted in a fair, legal, and orderly 
manner; there isalſo ſent along with the Army a Committee ofthe privy 
Council, conſiſting of Eleven Right Honourable perſons, who are in- 
veſted with ſufficient power, Civ1l, and Criminal, to puniſh all ſorts of 
Offenders, and are now ſteddily purſuing thoſe great ends for which they 
were ſent thither. There'sa ſirick Correſpondence betwixt them, and 
the privy Council,towhom they ſent frequent accounts oftheir Proceed- 
ings, and from whom they received ſuch meaſures, and direQions, as 
may moſt conduce -to reduce and ſecure thoſe diſorderly ſhires. To 
which purpoſe in the firſt place, they proceed to diſarm them, cauſing 
a'l ſuſpected perſons to deliver their Arms ( whereof great Proviſion was 
made) to their reſpeC&tive Sheriffs upon Oath, who are to deliver them to 


the Major General , and to be ſent by him to His Majeſties __ 
They 
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#1 
They have likewiſe order to plaint Garrifons in what places ſoever 
they ſhall think fit, and have proceeded to do Execution on the new 
built Meeting-houles, thoſe Temples of Baal Berith, by Commanding 


that they ſhould te pulled down , and that their Materials ſhou'd be 


burnt. They are likewiſe to tender a Bond to be taken by all Heritors., 
wherein,as Maſters of Families,they are tote bound for themſelves, their 
Wives, Children and Servants, and, as Landlords, for their Tenants and 
Cottagers, that they ſhall not go to Conventicles, nor receive, or ſupply 
Conventicle-Miniſters, but live orderly in Obedience to the Law; ſo that 
if their Wives, or any of their Childrenor Servants Tranfgreſs, they will 
be bound to undergo the Legal Penalties for them. Butin caſe their Te- 
-nants or Cottagers Tranſgreſs, they will be bound to preſent them to 
Juſtice, or turn them off their Tenements, or elſe to ke lvable to the Pen- 
alties they ſhall incur. 


The formof this Bond, or civil Anticovenant, was drawn up by the 
Privy Counct, andis as followeth : 
[ under ſubſcribing do faithfully bind, 1nd oblige me, That 
1, my Wife, Bairns, and Servants reſpettively, ſhall no ways be preſent 
at any Conventicles,and diſorderly Meettings in time coming, Fur (Bal live 
orderly in obedience to the Law, under the Penalties contained in the Atts of 
Parliament made there anent. As alſo, I Find and oblige me,that my whole 
Tenants, and Cotters reſpetively , their Wives, Bairns, and Servants ſhall 
likewiſe refrain, and abſtain from the ſaid Conveaticles, and other illegal 
Meetinss not Authorized by the Law;and that they ſhall live orderly in Obes 
dience to the Law. And further, that Tor they ſhall recept ſupply, or Com= 
mune with forfeited perſons, intercommuned Miniſters,or V, agrant Preachers, 
but ſhall do our utmoſt endeavour to apprehend their perſons. And in caſe my 
ſaid Tenants,Cotters,and their foreſaids ſhall Contravenz; I ſhall take,or ap- 
prehend any perſon,or perſons guilty thereof andpreſent them to the Fudge Ore 
dinar, that they may be Fined, or Impriſcned therefore,as is provided in the 
Afts of Parliament made there anent. Otherwiſe I ſhall remove them, and 
their Families from off my ground, And if T ſhall fail herein,T ſhall le lyablz 
toſuch Penalties as the ſaid Delinquents have incurr'd by the Laws, conſent- 
ing to the Regiſtration hereof in the Books of His Majeſties Privy Council, 
or Books of any other Jadges competent, that Letters and Executorials may 
be diret herexpon in form as Effeirs and Conftitutes my P rocurators. 
This is the tenor of the Bond ; and leaſt the force thereof ſhould be e- 
luded\, the Privy Council have declared, Thatevery Heritor, that ſhall 
F 


re» 


| receiveintohis-Lands, or Service any Tenants, or Servants of any other 


| Heritor, without a Certificate from him, or the Miniſter of the Pariſh 


where they liv'd , that they lived orderly, as to this matter , ſhall be 
ſabjet, to fuch Fines as the Privy Council ſhall think fit to infht to pu- 
niihchem for their Crime, and repair the damage that-ſhall accrue to the 
Heritor , or Matter whoſe Tenants or Servants they did receive. All 
tac Lords of the Privy Council, and the Judges ( whom we call the 
Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice ) together with the Advocates Wri- 
tzrs, and all others belonging to the Society of the Lawyers, have taken 
ris Bond, as alſo the Lords of ofthe Exchequer,and the Juſtitiary Lords, 
whic! is a very prevalent example, and little doubt is made, but the ge- 
nerality of the Subjects ofthe Nation will chearfully ſign it; as being ſo be-.. 
neficial to Authority, and ſo proper anexpedient to recover the common 
pople intotheir Wits. And it cannot poſlibly givethe leaſt umbrage of 
1craple to the Conſcience of the moſt weak, or peeviſh: Diſſenter; being 
nothing bita pure'y civil alternative Obligation, todo what the Law re- 
quires, or ſubmit to the Penalties therein contained. Perhaps it may 
fecm firange in England, that a Landlord ſhould be bound in this manner 
for his Tenants; but there is nothing more reaſonable,and cuſtomary here; 
b2cauſe our Heritcrs have ſuch a deſpotic power over their Tenants , as 
y 01 cannot well imagine, unieſs you had lived here. 

Andin caſeany perſons ſhall finally refuſe to take rhis Bond ( as ſome 
Fife and Weſtera Gentiemen have made difficulty at it.)The Privy Council 
(according tothe legal & uncontrovertea Practiſe of that Bord in all ages ) 
hath ordained, that Letters ſhall be dire&ed to themto charge them forth- 
with to give in Security to His MajeſtiesPrivy Council, that They, their 
Wi-ec,"hi'dren, Tenant,& Servants,ſhall keep His Mayſties Peace,and pars 
ticu'ary that they ſhall not go to Conventicles, nor harbor Rebels, nor 
intercommuned perſons, and that they ſhall keep the Perſons, Families , 
and Goods of their Regular Miniſters harmleſs, under the double ofe- 
very mans valued yearly Rent, it he have any, or offuch Penaltics as ſhall 
te thought Convenient by His Majeſties Council, or their Committee , 
if th: y have none;which if they ſhall refuſe to do within Six days next 
after the charge, they are to be declared His Majeſties Rebels (as the man- 
ner is here) with the ſound of an Horn. 

Toconclude, the Committe is to proceed to the condign Cenfuring of 
ſuch, as ſhall appear upen proof to have harbored Welſh, or Arnett, or 
other intercommuned perſons , and ſuch alſo as have invited, or convo=- 


cated the ſilly people unto the Field-Ailemblies, under pretence of hear- 
ing 


43 
ing Sermons, and ſuch as contributed by Money, Work, or M terialsto 
build the new Samaritan Synagogues; two of which the Earl of Caſſels 
was commanded to demolith in Carrit, as was his duty to have done ke- 
fore. . 

All this hath been done under the wife Conduct of the Duke of La: 
derdale, to whoſe preſence among us,next under God, this poor Church, 
and Kingdom are redevable, that they have been preſerved trom Contu- 
ſion, and blood. And I queſtion not, but his Vigoroas enleavours to 
ſuppreſs this Schiſm (the like whereot in all reſpe&ts was never yet heard 
of in any Age, or Nation ) have by this time efletually Contuted all the 
lying reports that were ſent into Zg/and by our men of Schiſm, and 
Faction, with a deſignto render him odious inour Neighbour Country, 
and diſcredit his adminiſtration here. 

But I'beg Mr. Michel, and your pardon , for leaving him ſo long. I 
could not torbear to interſert this account of his Weſtern Brethrer,whoſe 
Confeſlor he liv'd, and whoſe Martyr he dy'd. T'le now retarn to viſit 
him again, and leave himno more, till I fee him in his Grave. 

In the interval betwixt his condemnation, aud execution, he ſe!dom 
ſpoke of his approaching Death, but as ofa Martyrdom or Murther; and 
glory'd that he was accounted worthy to ſuffer tor Chriſt. This is the ſtile 
ofthis ſhort Speech, and tie frequent Viſits, Papers and Meſſages that he 
received from the Brotherhood to dye with Courage in the Caſe, and to 
ſea! the Truth, that is, the Covenant, with his Blood; together with 
the frequent debauches which he made with Ale, Wine, and Brandy , 
contributed very much to heighten his o. ſtination,and make him inſen- 
ſib'e of his crime. 

You cannot imagine how much the Fanaticks of all parts were con- 
cern'd about him. From the Weſt, a private meſſage was ſent to the 
Archbiſhop, to aſſure lis Grace, that it Mr. James Mitchel were hang (d, 
another ſhou'd not fail to execute his deſign. His Majeſty's Advocate , 
who purſu'd him , receiv'd a threatning anonymous Letter, and the 
common talk ofthis town was, that Mr. James Mitchel's Blood ſhould 
be reveng'du>on the whoie Order; and truly I doubt not, bur if all the 
Fathers ofour Church, and all the Clergy under them had but one Neck, 
that there are at leaſt 390. Covenanted Mitchels behind, that would 
ſtrive to cut it off. 

In the Year, 1668. when he made the attempt, the Fanarical Party 
made a ſport of it; and as if the ruine ofthe Church were ſure to follow 
upon it, many fair pretenders , that _ of comp'yanceto —_— 
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hitherto given our Biſhops that particular veneration that was'due to 


their Character, tegan now to ſhight them, and would ſcarce give Sp 
them that common. reſpe&t- which was due to other Men. 'The on 
like change was obſerv'd upon the late inſolencies of the Whigs gre 
in the We/# ; the reſpet of our Biſhops, and Epiſcopal Cler- Wz 
oy. began-viſibly to-decay, and ſome that were then-in a condition pr 


to do the FaCtion a kindneſs, had the confidence to ſay, that they knew 
no reaſon there was to oppole the inc'taations of the peop'e , to ſupport 
2bout a dozen Men. 

And while this Martyr of Iniquity lay in Goal, the mouths of our Fa- 
naticks were full of railing againſt the Biſhops ; and the Raſeality, who 
are often taught to ſpeak the ſence of greater Perſons , were heard to 
ſay , that it were better the Primate ſhould be hang'd than he. In the 
Ottave betwixt his ſentence , and execution, he receiv'd, as I was credi- 
bly inform'd, 400. Dollars in private gifts, which was interpreted by 
the party for the particular care that God had of him,who never ſces the 
Righteous forſaken , nor his Seed begging their bread. 

The day before his Execution he ſent to the Provoſt, or Mayor of 
Edinburgh, to defire a Stage larger than ordinary, becauſe hehad a great 
number of Friends, that intended to appear at his Execution in Mourn-- 
ing : but his Lordſhip was more honeſt, and prudent than to grant the 
vain-glorious Villain his deſire. When he was upon the Ladder, he 
called the Pſz/m to be ſung, which if you do not remember, I deſire 
Vo before you. proceed , toconſuit. When the Pſalm was ended , he 
took out- of his P/a/m Book two Copies of his intended Speech, which 
he threw among the people,tor there h:d he put them to elude the ſearch. 
After his Body was cut down, it was conveighed to Magdalen Chappel, 
trom whence it was carried to Burial in great Pomp, being attended 
with at leaſt-40. Mourners, whereof the Ju/tice General's Gentleman was 
one. 'T15 reported alſo the Herſe-cloth was of Velvet, but-certaitrit is; it 
was more than ordinary brave. 

The Evening before his Execution, Information- was brought to the 
Provo:t, that the Women of Edinburgh ( I mean the Fanatical part of 
tzemn ) had enterdintoa conſpiracy to reſcue him between the Priſorr 
andthe Gallows; which obliged hisLordthip to provide: extraordinary 
Gu rds,capab'e toprevent any ſuch deſign. this Information was well 
grounced, if it were n-ttrue, tor there wes never ſeen ſuch an ap- 
pearanc2 ot tat S52X at any Execution, as was at this, where: a Body of 


at (C2 7 inyired Siters focd together almoſt in Razkh and Fil-. 
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Thenext Morning after his Execution there were ſeveral Copies of his 
Speech, and ſeveral Libellous Verſes put up in ſeveral places ot the City, 
one Copy whereof made by ſome Fanatick Poetaſter, and fixed upon the 
great Croſs,.I here ſend you, with an Anſwer in another Column, which 
was madeabout twoor three days after , by a better Poet, and better 
principled Man 


Deploratio Mortis Jacobi Mitche!, 


Eu quo jura ruunt 2 & ficcine candida Virtus, 

Et Refi diceſſit amor 2 tibi Scotia multas 
Perfida Gens parat inſidias, rituque Profano 
Poluit Impietas ſacraria ; membra piorum 
Ah truncata jacent; qui ſacri federa patts. 
Non aufi violare; fidei refique tenaces 
Perſtiterant ; quo tanta ruunt perjuria 2 Quaſſam 
Funditus an tentant Solymam convellere, magni 
Gens ſecura Dei, ſpecioſague Templa Sionis 
Diruere, obduttis involvens cunita tenebris ? 
uo ruit Impietas ? wvanas fic ibit in auras 
Pata fides 2 Perjura manus coit omnis in unum 
In ſcelus horrendam ; ſevos feritate Leones 
Mittit in Occaſum, ſuſcepta ut federa Regni 
Deleat , & Chriſti predetur ovile ; __ 
Namgque tenet Iucri nunquam ſatiata, nefandum 
Proh Scelus ! an Pharias miſeri remeamus ad oras ? - 
Anne iterum noſtr& ſic Relligioms habenas p 
Papa Reget 2 nungam ne aderit Deus ultor, inultt - 
Dum pereunt juſti, dextraquewltrice furorem 
Comprimet ? hunc rabioſa Iupi non terruit ira. 
Fraudibus occultis odtilque tmmanibus annos 
Quatuor afflitum, non c&co carcere clauſum 
Tincula terrebant, winclis cruciatus in ar(tis 
Perſtitit, exiliique tulit mala cuntta , reduftus 
Tus regidum perpeſſus obit ; quis cetera neſcit. 


Epitaphium <uſdem, ubi ipſe introducitur loquens. 


Quo veſana ruit gens, & vis effera. praceps 2 
[20 


ALL 


"(2u0 ruit impietas , & ſine a>. 1 ap ? 
Rebus an intrepidis conftantia vita fatiſcit ? 
An metuit vanas mens labefaita minas ? 
In te fixa Deus mea ſpes, te mtentus anhela, 
Iatrepidus carpam te duce mortis iter 
Sevus at iſte lupus , quia mens intelligit , inde 
Se ſciat in magnum tela movere Deum. Fits. 


Quo autem modo haftenus mortuo(cui ſoli Epitaphium ex vi voces debetur) 
carpendum ſit mortis iter , confederatis fratribus prob/-ma eſto. 


© — 
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Congratulatio de morte Jacobi Mitchel Parricidz. 


| N te jura cadunt., quia a tecandida virtus 

Et Retti diceſſit amor ; tibi Scatia panas 
PerfidaGrex ! meritas parat : ah que more profano 
Fedaſti Chriſti ſacraria , membra piorum 

Tu truncata dabas, tu ſacri federa patti 

Arſu novo violare ; fidei rettique tenaces 

Exilio mulitans ;tua fic perjuria quaſſam 

Tental ant Solymam convellere funditus , alti 
Grex ſ[ecura Dei! Specioſaque Templa Sionis 

Dir: is, obduttis involvens cunita tenebris. 

TTuc ruit impietas, tenues fic ivit in auras 

Patta fides ; periura manus coit omnis in unum 

In ſcelus horrendum ; ſawvos feritate Leones 
Mittit ab Occaſu , ſuſcepta ut federa Regni 
Deleat, & Chriſtipradetur ovile ; Cupido 
Namgue tenet lucri nnnquam ſatiata,, nefandum 
Proh Scelus ! in Pharias remeavimus oras , 
Atque iterum noſtre fic Relligionis habenas 

Papa regebat ; adeſt nunc , nunc Deus ultor, inulti 
Ne pereant juſti, dextraque ultricefurorem 
Comprimet. Hunc Divina lupum non terruit ira, 
Fraudibas occultis odiiſque immanibus attum ; 
Graſſantem rabie , ſolitgque cupidine cadis. 
Frruitejettum Patria peregrinus, at equum 

O celum ! exilii poſtquam mala tanta tuliſſet, 
Tormenta in Patria atque homicide vincla 7 one ; 
Tandem perſtringunt ſceleratum vincula collum. 
Exitus hic dignus tam prodigialibus aufis» 
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Tus eqaum perpeſſus obit; ſed cetera neſcit, 

FEternos quisquis nondum damnatur ad ignes. Finis; 

Epitaphium <juſdem, ubi ipſe ab infernointroducitur loquens, 

ud veſana ruis Grex, .& vis effera praeceps ? 
uo ruis impietas, & ſine lege furor ? 

Heu mea ſero nimis conſtantia vitta fatiſcit, 
Sera, ſed atroci fenore pena venit. 

Fam Cwlo extorri terror Deus ipſe ; coquenda 
Dum manus in Stygio Sanguinolenta lacu. 

Chriſti fi quis ad huc Iupas expugnatur Ovilis, 
Se ſciat in magnum tela movere Deum. Fins. 
Tiſdem pene verbis convellitur quibus adſtruitur impietas. Ambro. 


A 
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There was alſo a ſevere Satyr in Scottiſh made in revenge to the many 
Libels, which the Fanaticks ſcatter'd about Town upon this occaſion. 
I gota Copy of it, which I here preſent unto you, Entitled as it was 
to the Memory of Mr. James Mitchel. 


Þ jr O-y-es Covenanters 
= Filthy, Cruel, lying Ranters 


Come here, and ſee your murdering Martyr 
Sent to Hell !th Hangmans Garter ; 

Tour ſealing Witneſſes we hear 

Are Mr. James Mitchel, and Major Weir : 
One with his hand , but hadno pith , 

Th other your Wives know well wherewith, 
Which makes them figh, and ſighing ſay, 
Welſh can but Preach, but Wear could pray. 
It's this that all Religion ſhames, 
Togive Hells Vices Heavenly names. 

Then Devils, then caſt off your Masks, 
Murder, and Whoredom are your Tasks,, , 
Which you toall the World proclame. 
Boaſting, and glorying in your ſhame, 

And ſay your Covenant doth allow 

This, Maugre your Baptiſmal vow, 

And that the boly Oath doth bind you 

To leave ſuch holy Seed behind you. 

For at,and after your long prayers, . 

Tou lye together pairs by pairs, And 


And every private Meeting-place, 

[1s a Bawdy-houſe of Grace; 

Tou ſhew it is your loving Natures, 

Tobe ſweet fellow-feeling Creatures. 

But to prophane your Holy Order. 

With Inceſt, Buggery , and Murder, 

Is plainly toproclame you Devils, 

Aud horrid Crimes to be noevils. 

as James Mitchel /ay four year 

11 Griflal's houſe with Major Wear, 

And from his Ghoſtly Father learns 

Tolye with Women, and get no Barns, 
The Myſtery of the Tribe, a Trick, 

Makes all the Women mad Fanatick, 
And now they both in Hell are met, 
Where for your Company they watt. 

7 hen fill your meaſure, and poſt.on 

To your deſery d Damnation. 

GoWhore, and Bugger, Kill and Pray, 
Tillevery Dog ſhall have his day, 

Or go together to Hell in Troops, 

Elle ſtrive for new Graſſe-market-loops. 
He that Whores, beſt, and Murders moſt, 
Of him the Sed ſhall always boaſt. 
And put him, as they ve put Mas James 
Among their Saints, and Martyrs Names. 
I 7 Ou ſee the Latin Verſes takenotice of the We/,as a place abore. all 

others of this Kingdom, wherein Fanaticiſm moſt abounds. This 

muſt needs awaken your curioſity to enquire from what magnetiſm it is 
that our Conventicle-preachers have acquir'd ſuch a ſtrong verticity to 
that point. Truly,the reaſon is the ſame for which yours haunt London 
and the moſt opulent Towns, and Countys of Erg/and,even the Riches 
ofthe place; for wherethe Silver is, thereare the Suiſſes, where the Car- 

caſe icy there are theſe Vulturs gathered together. There's a neceſſity 
laid upon them to Preach the Goſpel there; yea, woe unto them if they 
Preach itnot in Fife and the We/?,where ſo many Rich Traders, and He- 
ritors live. But asfor the Z7:ghlands, and other poorer Countys, they 

have no Chriſtian compaſſion for them, but let them live anddye in #- 

- noranceand 7dolatry ; becauſetheir Souls are not fo precious for want 


ol | 


(49) —_— 
of Silver and Gold. I.remember when I was at Londen in 76. Theard a 
famous Conventic'e-miniſter ſay , That if it were not for the Non-con- 
forming-miniſters,thouſands of So.ls in that populous City w ould ſtarve 
for want of-the Word. I very much wondered to hear him ſay fo; con- 
ſidering how many hundred Sermons were Preached every week by the 
Orthodox Miniſters,and the beſt I thought,that ever I had heard. But be- 
ing the next day in ſome Company, which was diſcourſing about Con- 
venticles, one or two of them began to tell of the great ſtore of Mony 
the Conventicle-preachers had in the Banks, and how ſome of them kept 
their Coaches, and he believ'd it would not belong ere their wives kept 
their Chairs. 71 henl began to underſtand the reaſon of the great care 
thoſe Gentlemen had to teed the Souls of the good Citizens ; and was 
very glad thatto keep a Coach was no longer at of Prelatical Pride. 


When Ireturnd home, Itold our Whigs, that the Non-conformiſt-mi- 


niſters of Londox began to keep Coaches, but the greateſt part of them 
wou!'d not believe me; and thoſe that did, faid with ſighs,they were for- 
ry, that there were Diotrepheſes among them, that loved the preemi- 
nence, and tzat God would have a controverſiewith them for their Pre- 
latical Pride. The like I haveſcen in a Preface toa Presbyterian Trea- 
tiſeof Divinity, triated about that time, wherein the anonymous Au- 
thor { whole name | have b<n told) complains ofthe Prelatical Spirit, 
that Le. anto ſhew it {e'f among the Non-conforming-miniſters;'where- 
of ſome liveing in great .-'enty, and State, contemned others 'who were 
_ and whole lot was fallen in places, where Perſecution did a- 
ound. : 

In the Scozti/h,which you will call the Exg/ifh Verſes, you ſee the Poet 
upbraids their Baptiſmal Vow with the Covenant; not, as I conceive, up- 
onthe common account, as another Poet may do, but becauſe 'tis the 
frequent practiſe of our#/hig-preachers toBaptizetheChildren of their dif- 
ciples into the Solemn League and Covenant,as well as into the Covenant. 
of Grace. He alſo takes notice of the intimate Familiarity betwixt Mr. 
Mitchel, and Major Weir ; and unleſs you will be atthe pains toread the 
life of the latter, as well as the former, you'l never beable tounderſtand 
the Satyr,nor know whether the Satyriſts indignation be juſt,or unjuſt. 
Ile promiſe you bef::rehand, That theNarrative ſha!! affe& you both with 
Wonder, and Indignation; tho:1gh for the honour of our Nature,and Re- 
ligion, I wiſhno ſuch ſtories were extant in the world. Nayconfident [ 
am;that when yo1 have conſider'd it in all the circumſtances that attend 
it, you will fay that he whois the ſubje&thereof, was one of the moſt 

G pro- 


prodigious ſinners that ever was extant of humanerace. For there's no- 
thing in Hiſtory comparableto him, norl hope will ever be; and had 
notour bleſſed Saviour told us, that men may be ſo wicked, as to fin 


beyond forgiveneſs, I could ſcarce have believed thatany Man, much. 


leſs a Chriſtian , could have committed uncleaneſs in-all ſpeciefes, with 
Women, Devils, and Beaſts. 

But ſuch a Monſter was this Phariſee, of whom I am going to give 
you an account ; which is partly taken out of the publick Regiſter of our 
criminal Court , and where that cannot relieve me, from common fame, 
the notoriety of the things related, or the Authority of Perſons of known 
Integrity, and great Reputation in the World. 

He was born, and bred in the Weſtern parts ofthis Kingdom; which, 
as it appears from the preceeding Narrative , hath ever been the moſt 
Fanatical part of our Countrey , and moſt difaffe&ed to the King , and 
the Church. There he was early prepoſſeſled with the principles of 
Schiſm, and Rebellion , which he ſhew'd upon all occaſions, particular- 
pl in the beginning of the late Rebellion , wherein he was a forward 

ickler, and by his extraordinary zeal. for the Casſe, raiſed himſelf 
to agreater command in ſome Troop, or Company, . than Men of his 
mean Original uſe to arrive unto here.- About the Year 1649. he had 
thegreattruſt of the Guards ofthis City committed unto him under the 
quality of Major, and from that time, to the day of his Infamous Death, 
was always called by the name of Major Weir. He behav'd himſelf in 
. this Office with great cruelty, and infolence towards the Loyal party, 
being very active in diſcovering and apprehending the Cavaliers, and 
bringing them to bearraign'd &tryed for their Lives. He uſed to inſult and 


triumph over them in their miſeries, and perſecute them with all man- | 
ner of Sarcaſms and Reproaches, when they were led out like Victims - 


to pub!lick Execution ; as many yetalive can teſtifie to the World. In 
particular , the barbarous Villain treated the Heroick Marqueſs of Mox- 
zroſſe, with all imaginable inſolence, and inhumanity , when | he lay 
in Priſon, making his very calamities an Argument , that God, as well 
as-Man, had forſaken him ; and calling him, Dog Atheiſt, Trayter, Apo= 
ſtate, Excommunicate Wretch, and many more ſuch intollerable names. 
This cruel manner after which he uſed to outrage the poor Royaliſts, 
paſs'd among the people for extraordinary ze! ; and made them conffi- 
der him as a ſingular Worthey whom God had raiſed up to ſupport the 
Cauſe. He ſtudyed the art of Diſſimulation, and Hypocrifie, always 
affecting a formal gravity , and demureneſs in his looks, and deport 
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ment; andemploying a vaſt and tenacious memory , which God had 
given him, in getting without Book ſuch words, and phraſes of the 
Holy —_— as might ſerve beſt in all companies to make him paſs 
for an Holy and gifted Man. He had acquir'd a particular gracefulneſs in 
whining and ſighing, above any of the Sacred Clan, and had learn'd to 
deliver himſelf upon all ſerious occaſions in a far more raviſhing accent 
than any of their Miniſters could attain unto. By theſe and other Hy- 
 omems Arts he had got ſuch a name for ſanity, anddevotion, that 
appy.was the Man with whom he would converſe, and bleſſed was the 
Family in which he would vouchate to pray. 
For he pretended to pray only in the Families of ſuch as were Saints 
of the higheſt Form; inſomuch, that the Brethren and Siſters of theſe 
recints would ſtrive who ſhould have him to exerciſein their Houſes, 
and of thoſe that lived at a greater diſtance, fome would come forty or 
fifty miles to have the happineſs to hear him pray. He had indeed, but 
by what aſliſtance will be ſeen hereafter, a wonderful fluency in extem- 
porary Prayer , and what through Enthuſiaſtical phraſes, and what 
through Extafies,and raptures , into which he would: appear tranſported, 
he made the amazed people preſume he was ated by the Spirit of God. 
Beſides praying, he uſed to exhort,and bleſs the Families in which he 
prayed ; bur ke never undertook to Preachin them, for fear of invad- 
ing the Miniſterial Province; which certainly would have offended the 
Kirk. 
After this manner, and in this mighty reputation he lived till the 
Year 1670. which was the 702h. year of his Age. When like the Ty- 
rant 77berius, after ſo many Murthers, and ow of unnatural Luſts , 
he wasno longer able to endure the remorſeof his awakened conſcience, 
but to eaſe the inquietudes of his guilty mind , was forced to accuſe him- 
ſelf ; which he Fr of all did among thoſe ofhis own party, and deſired 
them to bring him to publick Juſtice to expiate for his abomunable crimes. 
But they conſidering what a confounding ſcandal, and diſhonour the 
Hypocriſie of ſuch an eminent Profeſſor would refle& upon the whote 
Sect, did with all poſſible care and induſtry firive to conceal the Major's 
condition , which they did for ſeveral months ; till one of their own 
Miniſters, whom they eſteemed more forward than wiſe , revealed the 
ſecret tothe Lord 44bot/hall, then Provoſt of Edinburgh, who judging 
humzene Natare uncapable of ſuch horrid crimes, as the Miniſter told 
him the Major had conteſſed, concluded he was fallen into a phrenzy,, 


or high degree of melancholy, and therefore courtcouſly ſent ſome Phy- 
G2 ſicians 


ficians of his own perſwaſion and acquaintance to viſit him, and Phy. 
ſick him for his diſtempered Brain. But the Phyſicians returning to the 
Provoſt, aſſured him, that the Major was in good health , and that he 
was free of Hypocondriack Diſtempers, and had as ſound intelleQtuals as 
ever he had had, and that they believed his dittemper was only an exul- 
cerated Conſcience, which could not be eas'd till he was brought to con- 
dign puniſhment, as with cryings, and roarings he defiredto be. Af. 
terwards the Provoſt for his further ſatisfactionſent ſome Conventicle. 
Miniſters, to enquire into his condition, and make a report thereof; who 
finding it impoſiible to diſguiſe the matrer , which now. was Town- 
talk, , told his Lordſhip that the Major was not affected with melancho- 
ly; buttl atthe terrours of God which were upon. his Soul, urg'd him 
to confeſs, and accuſe himſelf, TheProvoſt thereupon began to conclude, 
that he had good grounds to take publick notice of this. affair; and there- 
fore without further: enquiry ſent the Guards of the City to ſeize upon 
the Major, and his Siſter, who was involv'd in his confeſſions, and carry 
them toth to the publick Goal... There they were viſited by Perſons of 
all ſorts and qualities, Clergymen, Laymen, Phyſicians, Lawyers, . con- 
torming, and Non-conforming Miniſters, who all flocked thither to ſee 
this Monſter ,, and diſcourſe with him-about his horrible crimes. 

They had not been long in Priſon -betore they were brought to Try- 
al , which was on the ninth day of 4prz/, in-the aforeſaid- year,. 1670. 
They were try'd before that Learned Civilian Mr. William Murray, and 
Mr. Joh» -Preſtoune Advocates,. who were made Judges: by Commiſſion 
tor that time. They were purſued by his-Majeſties laſt Advocate , Sir 
John Nisbett , and the Jury by which they were try'd, was Gideon Shaw 
Stationer;FamesPenderer Vintner; FamesTomſon Felt-maker; Robert Brown 
tioner, James Brown Feitmaker, Robert Johnſton | Skinner ; John Clighorn 
Merchant ; with many more ſufficient-Citizens of Edinburgh ; moſt of 
which, together with the greater part of the Witneſles hereafter. men- 
tioned, are yet alive. 

The Court being ſet, the Majors Libe' was read, the ſum of which was 
contain'd theſe four particulars. Primo , That he entiſedand attempted 
to defile his German Siſter, Fane Weir, when ſhe was but ten years old, 
or thereabout, and thathe lay with her when ſhe was ſixteen years o'd , 
while they both dwelt in Family-with their Farher ; and afterwards had 
frequent carnal dealing with her in tkeHouſe officket-/aw in her young- 
er years; and la Uy, that after ſhe was 4o. years old, he lived ina ſlate of 
Inceſt with her, in his houſe at Fdinbirgh, where they dwelt togethzr 
many years , Securd) 
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Secundd, That he committed Inceſt with Margaret Bourdon,Daughter 
to Mein, his Deceaſed Wite. 

Tertio, That he committed frequent Adulteries, during the Life of his 
faid Wife, both with married , and unmarried Women, and particularly 
with Beſſy Weems, his Servant Maid whom he kept in his Houſe for the 
ſpace of twenty years, during which time he lay with her as familiarly 
as if ſhe had been his Wife. 

Quzarto, That to his Fornication, Adulteries, and Inceſts, he proceded 
to add theunnatural Sin of Beaſtiality, in lying with Mares, and Cows ; 
particularlyin polluting himſelf with a Mare, upon which he rod into the 
Weſt Country,near New M/s. All which crimes particulariz'd infmanner 
aforeſaid, he acknowled'd judicially at the Bar: 

The ſum of Fane his Siſters Libel is reducible to theſe two heads. Firſt 
tethe Charge of Inceſt, which ſhe committed with her Brother ; and 
Secondly, to the charge of Sorcery, and Witchcraft, but moſt eſpecially 
of conſulting Witches, Necromancers, and Devils; and yet more parti- 
cu/arly for keeping, and converſing with a Familiar Spirit, while the 
liv dat Dalkeith, which uſ'd to ſpin extraordinary quantities of Yarn for 
her,in a ſhorter time thanthree or four Women could havedone the ſame. 
All which ſhe judicially confeſſed in-the face of the Court. 

Then they proceeded to ſwear the witneſſes, which theLord Advocate 
call'd for further probationagainſt them both. Of theſe John 0liphaxt, . 
William Fohnſton, and Archibald Familton, Bailies,z. e. Aldermen of Edin- 
burghdepon'd, that onthe Monday preceeding the Majors Arraignment, 
he Tid freely confeſs, and declare unto them, that-he had committed fre- 
quent Inceſts with his Siſter axe ; divers Fornications, and Adalteries 
with others perſons ; and Beaſtiality with a Mare.and a Cow. Maſter 
Jobs Sinclar, a Conventicle-Miniſter depon'd, that the. day before his 
Tryal he freely confeſſed unto him;that'he was guilty ofAdultery, Inceſt, 
and Beſtiality, and that his Siſter had. often been taken out of Bed from 
him: whereupon askin3 himif hehad ever ſeen the Devil, he.anſwered, 
that he had felt him inthe dark; But as to his converſation with thedevil, 
the Deponent might have declared more; for he had confeſſed to him and 
many others, particularly to the Lord Biſhop of Ga//oway, then Miniſter. 
of Edinburgh, thathe.had lain with the Devil in the ſhape, of a beautiful 
Woman. 

Margaret Weir, Wite to Alexander Weir, Bookſeller in Edinburgh , 
teſtify'd, that when ſhe was of the Age of 27. years, or thereabours, the: 


found the Mayor her Brother, and her Siſter Fame, lying together in the 
Barn : 


Barn at Wicket-Shawand that they were both naked in the bed together, 
and that ſhe was above him ,zand that the Bed did ſhake,and that ſhe heard 
ſome ſcandalous Language between them, in particular,that her Siſter faid, 
ſhe was confident ſhe ſhould prove with Child. Furthermore,ſhe De- 
poned that Catherine Cooper a Servant of the Majors, toid her, that he 
had layn with Margaret Bourdon his Wives Daughter, ſo that ſhe would 
ſtay no longer in the Houſe. 

Anne Wite to James Simpſon , Book-binder in Edinburgh, declared, 
That on Monday preceding,and that day in the morning, that he confeſſed 
| to her he had committed Inceſt with his Siſter Faxe, and Margaret Bour- 

don his Wives Daughter ; as likewiſe beſtiality with a Mare 1n the Weſt 
Country, and that he had carnally converſed with his Maid-ſervant Beſſy 
Veems tor two and twenty years, 

Mr. Archibald Nisbet,Writer to the Signet, declared, That in the year 
51 0r 52. it was reportedin the Country, that the Pannel had committed 
Beſtiality with a Mare near New Mzi4s, and that he heard it reported 
the ſame day, in which it was faid he did the Fat. Mr. Fohn Alexander 
of Leith deponed the ſame, and faid he was then buthalif a mile from the 
place. After theſe depoſitions , the Major being examined about his 
act of Beſtiality; declared, That a Gentleman having given hima Mare, 
he rode upon her into the Weſt Country - to ſee ſome Friends, and dealt 
carnally with her near New Mz/ls, and that a Woman ſaw him inthe 
A&, and complained of him to Mr. Joh» Nave the Miniſter of New 
Mills ; at whoſe inſtance he was brought back to tae place by ſome 
Souldiers, but was there diſmiſſed for want of further probation. And 
further being asked about the time,he anſwered, That to the beſt of his 
remembrance it was when the Lords, Gentlemen, and Heritors were 
taken by the Engliſh at Elliot, 

As for probationagainſt Fave Weir, the Lord Advocate infiſted on her 
own Dec'aration, and all the Depoſitions, in which as a party ſhe was 
involv'd. And being asked if ſhe knew any thing concerning the Corre- 
ſpondence that was faid to be betwixt the Devil, and her Brother ; ſhe 
declared,that ſhe had a long time been jealous of it,but was not certain; 
and that ſix or ſeven years before ſhe had fonnd a mark upon his ſhoul-' 
ng, like that which is called the Devils mark, at which ſhe was ſore a+ 
raid. 

The Proceſs being thus ended,the Jury did unanimouſly find the Ma- 
jor guilty of Inceſt with his Siſter,and Beſtiality with a Mare,anda oo 
. fn ; an 
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and found him guilty of Adultery, and. Fornication by a plurality of 
Votes. They alſo unanimouſly brought in Jane guilty of Inceſt with 
her Brother, whereupon the Deputed Judges Sentenced him to be ſtrang- 
led at a'Stake betwixt Edinburgh and Leith, on Monday following, the 
11thof April,and his Body to be burnt to Aſhes; and condemned her to 

be hanged on the Tueſday following in the Graſſ-market of Edinburgh. 
Thus far have I given you a Furidical Account of the deteſtable crimes of 
this Hypocritical Monſtrous Man;I now proceed to acquaint you with o- 
ther particulars,no leſs ſurprizing than the former;which upon ſtri&t enqui- 
ry I have reaſonto believe tobe as true,asthoſethat are judicially prov'd. 
When they wereſeized, ſhedeſired the Guards to keep him fom lay- 
ing ho'd on a certain Staff, which, ſhe ſaid, ifhe chanc'd toget into his 
hand, he would certainly drive them all out of doors, notwithſtanding 
all the reſiſtance they could make. This Magical Staff was all of one 
iece, with a crooked head of Thorn-wood, ſhe ſaid he received it of rhe 
Devil,and did _ wonderful things with it: particularly that he uſed 
tolean upon it in his Hypocritical prayers, and after they were com- 
mitted,ſhe ſtill defired it might be kept from him; becauſe if he were 
once Maſter of it again, he would certainly grow obdurate, and retract 
the Confeſſions which he had ſo publickly made. Apollonius Thyaneus 
had ſuch a Magical Staff asthis,which I believe was a Sacramental Sym- 
bol which the Devil gaveto the Major,andthe Court had ſome ſuch appre- 
henſions of it, for it was ordered by the Judges to be burnt with his Body. 
She alſo confeſſed in Priſon, that ſhe & her Brother had madea compact 
with rhe Devil; and that on the 7th of Seprember 1648. they were both 
Tranſported from Edinburgh to —— and back again, in a Coach 
and ſix Horſes,which ſeemed all of fire, and that the Devil then told the 
Major of the defeat of our Army at Preſton in England;which he confidently 
reported in moſt of its circumſtances ſeveral days before the news had ar- 
rived here. This Predictiondid much increaſe the high opinion thePeo- 
ple began to have of him and ſerved him to make them belicve , that 
like Moſes, he had been withGod in the Mount, and had a ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy,as well as of Prayer. But as for her {clf, ſhe faid {he never rc- 
ceived any other benefit by her Commerce with the evil; than a con- 
ſtant ſupply of an extraordinary quantity of yarn , which ſhe was ſure 
( the ſaid ) to find ready for her upon the Spindle, whatever buſineſs the 

had been about. 

Befides the Beſtial.ties which the Major judicia'ly acknowledged he 
hadcommirted with the Mare, and Cow,he confeſſed he had done the 
=" - ſame 


(56) 
fame abominations with three ſfecies more, and the Woman that delated 
him for the Fa& near New Mifs, was by ,order of the Magiſtrates of 
Lanerk whipped through the Town by the hand of the Common Hang- 
man, as a ſlanderer of ſuch an eminent Holy man. 
\ The Fornications, andAdulteries which this <x<wizwe ( Buggerers are 
FEI called by the Council of Ancyra ) Committed with 
= 12k the moſt Sanftimonious., and Zealous Women of the 
SeR, are two numerous to be related here. He had got himlelf the Pri- 
viiedge, under a pretence of Praying and Exhortation, to go to their 
Houſes, and into their Bed-chambers when he g_ and it was his 
practiſe to viſit married Women at ſueh times eſpecially as their Husbands 
were from home : One eſpecially, wholived in the Street called the 
W-/t-bow in Edinburgh, he had ſeveral times ſollicited in her Husbands 
abſence to gratifie his unclean deſires; tillat laſt wearied out with his 
importunity,ſhe to'd him how much ſhe abhorred his deſign, and char 
ed him never to come more to her Houſe. Upon this he torbore to viſit 
her for ſome time, ti!l one night, when ſhe was undreſſed and ready to ſtep 
into Bed, the Major ſuddenly appears ſtanding by her, at which ſhe was 
ſo Extreamly frighted, that ſhe fell into a fwoun ; ſhe had no ſooner re- 
covered, but the Majer endeavoured to comfort, and aſſure her, and con- 
firm her againſt that ſtrange ſarprize ; and renewing his Addreſſes, he 
Tempted her with many Arguments, and filthy Speeches , and Geſticu» 
lations,te:ling her he had taken that marveilous way of appearing in pri- 
vate with her , on purpoſeto ſecure-her reputation , that he would go 
out of her Houſe in a manner as inviſible as he came in. But ſhe by this 
time having recovered her uſual courage and ſtrength , puſhed him of 
with violence, and cry'd out for helpto her maid, upon which he im- 
mediatly diſappeared. The Windows, and Doors wereall cloſe ſhut; and 
I make little doubt, but his Coachman to the fiery Coach conveyed him 
in and oat through the Chimney, or perhaps by the Door , which the 
curſed Familier might open and ſhut again as well as if the Angel of the 
Lord did unlock, and Lock the Priſon Door , wherein the Apoſtles 
were Pur. 

As tor the miſerable Woman , ſhe was never well after this Magi- 
cal mannerof Addreſs, which the laftfu' Satyr made unto her; but im- 
mediatly fell into a deep Meiancholy, which ended in a Languiſhing 
Sickneſs, whereof not many weeks after the died ; and when ſhe was 
upoa her death Bed, ſhe declared this ſtrange Story to many perſons yet 
alive , of great Integrity, Wiſdom, and Fame. 
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Thave already to'd you what an ative Retel this Multiform Siriner 
was; but forgot to tell you, that he-was an eminent Promoter of the 
Weſtern Remonſtrance, in the year 1650. Tothele principtes he ſtuck as 
c'oſe as to the Devil himſelf ; infomuch, that when the Government of 
our Church was reſtored, he avowedly renounced the Communion of 
it, andendeavoured to widen the Schiſm to the utmoſt of his power. He 
could not ſo much as endure to look upon an Orthodox Miniſter , but 


'when-he met any of them in the Streets, he would pull his Har over his 


eyes in a Pharifaicat kind of indignation, and contempt. | 
While he was in Priſon, he acknowledged his Hypocrifie, by which 
he had deluded men , and mock'd God; declaring, that in all his lite. 
he had never prayed to God in private, 'nor had any power to ſpeak 
when he attempted to da it; although he had ſuch an extraordinary 
and charming utterance in his ſolemn Conventic:e-prayers. Healſocon- 
feſled, that he never bow'd his knee to God at his own, or other mens 
Prayers; which exa@ly agrees with his Siſters Relation, of his leaning 
at his Prayers on his Magical Staff, and none of his own party canre- 
member that at any Deyotien, even when he ſeem'd moſt Rapturous , 
they ever faw him kneel. Nay fyrthermore, he confeſſed, which Icannot 
mention withqut horror,that hjs fluency in Prayer, by which he raviſh- 
ed the People, proceeded from the aſſiſtance of the Devil; who, he ſaid, 


' helped him tothe words and phraſes in which he expreſled himſelf. This 


hath given ſeyeral men ſeveral ways of Copyeure how it could bedone. 


\ Some whoa knew him- better than I ever had the pohappineſ to do, 


are of opinion that he was the Praying Oracle of the Devil, qut of 
whom he perſonally ſpoke. The reafonwhich they alledge for their con- 
jeqture is , that ſometimes the ſound of his Voice, like the fight of Spi- 
rits, had ſomething unnatural in it, as if it had not been form'd.by the 
Organs of Speech. | | 

\ think it reaſonable to believe, That he ſaw all the'words, and 
expreſſions in his Prayer ſuccefhively written by the Devil 1n the air. But 
upon enquiry, I find that he, like moſt of the Extemporarians, common» 
ly Prayed with his eyes ſhut; which if it be true, this Hypotheſis will 
never be able to ſolvetthoſe Diabolical Phenomena in the Air, 

Some again think, that the words and Expreſſions of his Prayer were 
repreſented by the Devil upon the Stage of his Fancy , after the ſame 
manner, as when a man dreams he reads ſuch a Letter, or Boox. But he 
never was affeted with any Conſternations, Tremblings, or Abreptions 
of mind, which both in true, and falſe Prophets were the conſtant effects 
ofſuch ſtrong and violent impreſſions, as were required to exhibir ſuch 


(58) 


unwonted repreſentations upon the Imagination: nor after his long Pray- 
ers wereended were his natural ſtrengthor Spirits exhauſted , as, if his 
Devotion had been Yifonary , they muſt have keen. 

Others therefore conſidering him as an Apoſtate from God, and as a 

Valilal and Apoſtle of the Devil, think it very agreeable to Divinity to 
aſſert, that he was immediately,but yet without much vio!ence, inſpired 
by the Devil, and helped by. him both inthe Conception and utterance 
ot his Prayers. This they conceive the Evil Spirit might do, like an 
aſiſtant forw, by impregnating his Fancy with Enthuſtaſtical conceptions, 
and thereby rendring his Imagination very turgent , and ready to ſwell 
above its banks ; which being doneby the immediate Operation of the 
Evil Spirit , the wretched «-*#%* could: not fail to burſt forth 
in flumine Orationis, or a full Torrent of Prayer; and likewiſe be afteed 
with ſuch moderate Raptures, asyet left him ina conditiontounderſtand 
what he ſaid. Furthermore, to prevent all poſſible objeQions, they ſay, 
That if God ſuffered the Devil to counterfeit Prophetical Viſions, or the 
true Spirit of Prophecy under the Law,then they know no reaſon why it 
ſhould be thought inconſiſtent with his goodneſs, or diſagreeable to his 
infinite wiſdom, to permit him: under the Gofpel, tocounterfeit Inſpi- 
ration , or the true Spirit of Prayer. But for my own part, had not 
the Monſter himſelf aſcribed his fluency in Devotion to the aſſiſtance of 
the Devil,-I ſhould have wholly aſcribed it to the vigour of his own En- 
thuſiaſtical Imagination , without any Foreign Force. For not only his 
fluency in pfayer,. but the moderate-Raptures, and little extatick fits , 
into which he was tranſported,. are explicable by the natural power of 
unaſſiſted: Imagination. as I could makeit out by many examples ; and 
where a natural cauſealone is ſufficient to account for any effe&t,, I am 
always ſparing to joyn with it a ſupernaturaICauſe. 

All the while he was in Priſon, he lay under. violent apprehenſion of 
the heavy wrath of God, which puthim intothat which 1s properly cal- 
led Deſpair ; a Deſpair which made him hate God, and deſiſt from Duty 
to him, and with which the damned Souls in Hell arereaſonably ſuppoſed 
to be conſtantly afte&ed; In this ſence he was deſperate, aud therefore 
would admit neither Church nor Conventicle-miniſters to pray for him , 
or difcourſe with him: about the infinite mercy of God, and the poſſibility 


of the forgiveneſs of his Sins. Much eſs could he endure to be exhorted to. 


repeat, or be brought to entertain any thoughts of Repeatance, telling 
all the-World, that he had ſinned himſelf beyond all poſſibility ofRepen- 


tance, and Pardon; that he was already Daman, that he was ſure. his. 


Condemnation to-Eternal burnings wasalready pronounced in Heaven 
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28d that the united prayers of all the Saints in Heaven, and Farch wou'd 
be vain, 24d inſignificant, ifthey were offered to God in his behalf. £0 
that when ſonie charitable Miniſters of the City, by name the preſent 
Biſhop of Gal/oway , ard preſent Dean of Edinbnrgh,werereſolved to pray 
before him for his Repentance, and Pardon, againſt his conſent, he was 
with much difficulty withheld trom interrupting of them in their devo- 
tions, and the poſture he put himſelf in waen they began to pray, was to 
lyeupon his Bed in a moſt ſtupid manner , withhis Mouth wide s jo 
and when prayers were ended, being ask'd if he had heard them and at- 
tended to them, he told them, 7hey were very tronbleſome, and cruel to 
him, and that he neither heard their devotion, nor cared for it, nor could 
be the better for all the Prayers that Mex or Angels could offer up to Heas 
wen upon his account. 

It was his Intereſt to believe there was no God; and therefore to caſe 
the torments of his mind, he attempted now and then to comfort , and 
flatter up himſelf into this abſurd belief, For he was ſometimes obſerv'd 
to ſpeak very doubtfully about his exiſtence; in particular to ſay, that if 
it were not fe the terrors which he found tormenting him within , he 
ſhould ſcarce believe there was a God. 

Being with greattenderneſs and compaſſion beſought by one of the 
City-Miniſters, that he would not ſo refolvedly deſtroy himſelf, by de- 
ſpairing of God's mercy, which upon Repentance had been granted to 
Murderers, Adulterers, Sodomiſts, Beſtialifts, nay, to thoſe that had de- 
nyed Chriſt; hereplyedin anger, Trouble me mo more with your beſeeching 
of me to Repent, for I know my ſentence of damnation is already ſeal'd in 
Heaven; and I feel my ſelf ſo hardned within, that if Tmight obtain Pardon 
of God, and all the glories of Heaven for a ſingle wiſh that Thad not commit- 
ted the fins, with the ſence whereof Tamſo tormented, yet I could not pre« 
wail with my ſelf to make that ſingle wiſh. And were your Soul in my Soul's 

ftead, you would find your exhortations impertinent, and punk wag for 
7 find nothing within me but blackneſs and darkneſs, Brimſtone, and burning 
to the bottom of Hell. Thave been told by very credible Perſons, that the 
Body of this unclean Beaſt gave maniteſt tokens ofits impurity , as ſoon 
as it began to be heated by the Flames; and certain it is, that after it was 
burnt, a report was preſently ſent from hence to the Brethrenin the We/?, 
that the MalefaQtor, who was burnt for ſuch execrable crimes, was not 
Major Weir, but another Perſon who exactly reſembled him, and whom 
the wicked Prelates & Curates had bribed to perſonate the Godly Major, 
( who was faid to be gone with a contribution to the exiled Brethren in 
Holland ) and call himfſeltby his name. This report was believed in the 


Weſt; for ſeveral Months, till timediſcoverdthat the Major was no mare; 
As for Fane, this incarnate Devils Siſter, ſhe was very inſenſ;yie of her 


great fins, and was fo far from remorſe of conſcience for {nem , and de= 


ſpairing of the mercy of God, as ſhedid , that ſhes preſum'd too much 
upon it; placing a great deal of confidence ;;x her conſtant adherence to 
the Covevant, which ſhe call'd in her E;other Mirche!'s ſtyle, the cayſe and 
Intereſt of Chriſt. She confeſſed ;adeed, as hedid, that her fins deſery'd a 
worle Death than ſhe wz5.condemn'd to dye; but ſhe never ſhewed her 
ſelf in the leaſt concern'd for what might enſue after death. When ſhe 
was upon th; Ladder ſhe beſpoke the People in the following words, 7 
fee a great Croud of People come hitherto day to behold a poor old miſerable 


0 
C:2atures Death, but 1 trow there be few among you, who are weeping and 


mourning for the broken Covenant ; and having ſo ſpoken, thew threw her . 


ſelf in greater haſt off the Ladder, than a Perſon ſhould have done, who 
was deere prepared for another world. 

I cou'd tell youmany moreremarkable ſtories of our Faratixrk Zealots 
that have been put to death for lying with Beaſts , and other unnatural 


crimes. One not many years ſince was put to death at,Szerling, for com . 


mitting uncleaneſs with five Individual, among which there were four 
ſpecies of irrational Animals; and immediately before his Execution, the 
unclean Wretch proteſted againſt the Prelates, and boaſted ofhis conſtant 


zeal for the Covenant;& ſo without dec'aring any deteſtutionsof his crimes, 


or deſiring thePeople to pray for him, went off with all aſlurance;into the 


other World. I ſhould not have related any of theſe ſtories, with refle- . 
fon onthe Schiſmatical party, but that 9 parts'in 10 of the horrid ſins, | 


ſuch as Witchcraft, Beſtiality, and Jnceſt, are found among them ; which 
hath occaſion'd a Proverbial Sarcaſm-in our Language againſt them, 
thit theWhigs ga to Heaven a Gate of their awn.] 1s is no Hyperbole , 
but a plain Hiſtorical Truth , which our Judges can teſtifieand which 
may be confirm'd by the Regiſters of our criminal Courts... 

And thenas for Adul:eries, and Fornications, thoſe common failings 
of theſe Phariſees; thereare more of them committed, and more Baſtards 
born within:their Country, the Weſtern Holy-Land than in-all our Na- 
tion beſides. This is evident, from comparing. the Pariſh-Regiſters , 
and the Regiſters of the Presbyterys or Rural Deaneries of theſe Shires 
with the reſt of the Pariſh, and Presbytery Regiſters in every Dioceſs 
of the Church. Not very long fince in a Pariſh within the Presbytery of 
Paſeley, there were no tewer than 17. Whigs, who did publick Penance 


for Fornications and Adulteries, at one time.. The Pariſh is very dif-. 
atteed; ſo that onthat Lords-day, wherein this Herd of Goars did ſtand: 
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in the Scat ef Publick Repentance; thefts Wefe but two Regular Perſons, 
beſides the Miniſter and Precentor in the Church, I know you are al- 
ready wondering, that Fanatical Sinners will do Penancein the Xirb , 
which is as ſerious,and ſolemn a piece of worſhip, as any belongs to the 
Service of God. | 
Therefore to unridd'e the Parodox unto you, be pleas'd to take notice 
That if any Fornicator, Adulterer, &c. contumaciouſly refuſe to ſubmit 
to. Church-Cenſure, his Majeſty's Advocate isto purtue him before the 
Supream Judicature, or Lords of the Seſſion; who upon Evidence of his 
Contumacy, iſſue out Order for having him declar'd the Xing's Rebel; 


- thatis to be ſolemnly denounc'd an 0«7-Law, with the ſound ot an Horn. 


After the Horning, (for ſo we call the Denunciation) Letters of Cap- - 
tion, are direct againſt him; ſo that if he be taken, he muſt be put 1n + 
Priſons and although he be not, he forteits his Perſonal, and the Annual 
Revenues of his real Eſtate, and becomes altogether 4«z-veru, as 7heo- 
philus the Greek Civilian calls Slaves, and Minors, and all that are Cz- - 
villy dead. Hence an O«ut-/aw is almoſtin the ſame Condition with us , 
as Deportatus in Inſulum, was among the Romans ; he is uncapable of 
all Civil Employments, he hath no-#ead in Law : He can make no Wil 
or Teſtament of his own; nor recetve any Benefit by any other Man's, . 
So that our Whigs,(like yours, who will beMarried by the Common-P rayer) 
chooſe rather to mock God and offend their tender Conſciences ſome- - 
times, than forfeit their Liberty, and Eſtates. 

I am very wellatisfy'd in my own Conſcience that Thave done no- - 
thing againſt the ſtricteſt Ru'es of Chriſtian Charity, indiſcovering the 
imp1ous Principles,and praCtifes of this Sect: T have done it upon the ſame - 
grounds and motives, that the Ancient Fathers publiſh'd the Wicked . 
Lives and Opinions,of the more primitive Hereticks, particularly of the 
Gnoſticks who were the Archetype of our Whigs: And the Parallel in -- 
molt Particulars runs ſo exact between them, that -F cannot abſtain: 
from comparing them getother. 

Firſt then as theGnoſticks were ſo call'd from ?%5nuO- 317m,grKnowledg 
falily ſo call'd, and boaſted,that they were the moſt Knowing;although 
they rea'ly were the moſt Ignorant of the Chriſtian Religion of any Sect ' 
inthe World: So our Whigs tile themſelves the Knowing'Chriſtians; and 
look uponus , who adhere to the Church, but as ignorant, filly, formal 
People, that underſtand not Goſpel Myſteries , but are ſpoil'd after the 
Tradition of Men, after the Rudimentsof the World, and not after Chri/?. 
Secondly,” As the'Gnoſticks pretended to underſtand the Scriptures better 
than all other-Chri/tians ;. and -yetdidmoſt.ablurdly and blaſphemoutly 


interpret them, as Epiphan hath ſhew'd in many particulars : So our 
1h4zs pretend to this. guift, as their own peculiar Talent ; and yet in- 
terpret the Word of God as abſurdly , tomake it comply with their 
wicked opinions as the Groſticks did to make it countenance theirs. Mr. 
/litchel's Papers are full proof of this Charge, beſides the Books I men- 
tion'd before. Thirdly , As the Gno/ticks ſpoke wigtce or mighty high 
things of SimonMagus , equalling him with God : So our Whigs ſpeak 
big-twelling words, -of Baal-berith; or the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant,to which they ridiculouſly apply, whatſoever is ſaid of the Coven- 
ant of Grace, which God made with Abraham ; and of that Political 
Covenant which he made with the Fews and of the Counterþart of it ; 
which the Jews, or any of their Kings made, and renew'd with God ; 
baptizing their Children into it, as into the Covenant of the Goſpel, 
and making it the cauſe, and Intereſtand Truth of Chri/. 

In the fourth place, As the Go/ticks pretended to be Chriſtians; and 
yet in many things comply'd with the wicked Jews, and joyned with 
themin raiſing Perſecution againſt the Church: ſoour Whigs pretend 
to be the pureſt Proteſtants in the World;and yet in many things are real 
Papiſts, and nowjoyn muſt eordially withthemto overthrow both our 
2n1 your Church ; which the Papifts, acknowledg to the ſtrongeſt 
Bulwarks againſt themſelves, that are in the Proteſtant World. 

In the fitth place, as the Gno/ticks contumeliouſly uſed the Apoſtles 
nd Presbytersof the Primitive Church , hating them with the Malice 
of Cair, and gain-ſayingthem among the People after the impudent 
manner of Corah, and oppoſing them, as Janes and Jambres, did Moſes 
and Aaron : ſoour Whigs treat ourreverend Clergy, with all imaginable 
contemptand barbarity;hating our Biſhops with a mortal hatred, calling 
* their Government anUſurpation overGod'SHeritage;8crail at hisMajeſty 
and all other Magiſtrates that ſupported them;binding and re-binding 
themſelves bya folemn Oath, to extirpate the Apoſtolical Function, 
though in doing of it they ſhould ſhed an Ocean of Prote/tan? Blood. 

To proceed, as the Gnoſticks were raging Waves of the Sea, z. e. a 
fierce, tumultuous, and troubleſome —_ o are the Whigs As they 
deſpiſed Dominions and ſpoke evil of Dignities, ſo do the Whigs ; as 
they were murmurers and complainers, fo arethe Whigs, who by their 
Principles can never be ſatisfied with any conceſſions ,' nor obliged by 
any favours; but muſt murmur and complain againſt Moſes, and Aaron 
as long asthere's a King, and Biſhops inthe Land. 

Furthermore, as the Gnoſticks {orn'd and diſpiſed the Orthodox 
Chriſtians, and ſeparated from them,calling them Carnal,but themſelves 
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Tiritual men ;and yet were Senſualiſts,defilers ofthe Fleſh,and like theo 
0 


mitesand Gomorrheans, given to unnatural Luſts : So our modern Pha- 
riſees ſcorn us calling us Carnal, or atthe beſt, but moral men, and while 
they pretend to be Holier than the People that adhere to the Church, 
they fall into all ſorts of impurities to the great ſcandal of the Proteſtant 
name. I couldrun the parallel in more particulars, but I remember I 
am writing a Letter, wherein a man is not bound to exhauſt his Sub- 
ze,but rather to hint,than to write. And I need not ſuggeſt unto you, that 
I am not ſo uncharitable, as to concludeevery individual among our 
Whigs in this comparative Character, for doubtleſs, there are many well 
meaning people among them, but you muſt underſtand me ſo, as our 
Saviour is to be underſtood , where he deſcribes the general Hypocriſie 
of the Phariſees, among whom notwithſtanding were many ſincere, and 
Pious men: 

In this ſence,it was that St. Pa«/ charg'd the whole Nation of the Cre- 
ttans,with theCharacter of one of their Old Poets, That they were Lyars, 
evil Beaſts; & ſlow bellies; & for myown part, Tbelieve that among the 


'Gnoſticksthemſelves,there were a conſiderable number that liv'd free from 


thoſe portentous Sins, with which St. Jade, & Epiphanius charges the Sect. 


Am now drawing near the endof this tedious Hiſtorical Letter ,-in 
whichT hope have made you ample amends for my ſix months ſilence; 
for which you chid me again in your ſecond Letter, which I received by 
this days Poſt. You alſo tell me 1n it. what Tragical ſtories are reported 
at London,.concerning the preſent unhappineſs of this Kingdom; and the- 
Tyranical Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs therein. In particular you fay, tis-re- 
ported by ſome ofour own Countrymen, that the Nation is enflav'd,that 
there is nothing among us-but Plunderings, Burnings, . Murders, Ravi- 
ſhing of Women, and all other ſorts of devaſtation, which hath made 
conſiderable perſons fly the Country, particulorly D. Z7. who I aſſure you 
came to Town from his own Houſe-but-three or four days ago. You alſo 
tell me, there are reports. of a- ſecret correſpondence , betwixt the 
Duke of Lauderdale, and the Viſcount of Granardon the Maritime bor- 
ders, whoſe real deſign; they ſay it is,to advance the Presbyterian intereſt, 
all that hath already beendone under his Graces conduct againſt them, be-. 
ing nothing but for ſhew,and pretext. Ineed but deſire you to reco'lect, 
wha [ have already written concerning the occaſion of our preſent dif-. 
orders, and the Fation, that ſupports the Schiſm to make you Divine 
from what Original theſe lying Stories proceed, and for what: end they 


diſperſe them about the world. 
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- tersonce for the Authors ſake,as well as for your own. You know I came 
t9Exgland the laſt timeuponno other account, but to earn theLanguage, 
& promiſed to keep correſpondence with you upon this condition,that you | 
would make remarks upon my Letters,and faithfully Admoniſh me of all 
the Scoticiſms , or ail theWords, and Phraſes that are not current Zug/tfh 
therein. I conteſs I have a great Veneration tor our 
own. & the Northern Eng/:;/þLanguage upon the @ Preface to Mr; 
account of the z Ang/o-Saxon,to which they are fo Li Saxon Monus 
nearly ally'd; but yetT think it prudence to ob- Ps 
ſerve that rule in Marcrobjus Loquere cum praſentibus werbis prateribis 
moribus vive. Andtherefoream as ambitious to write modern Exgl;/þ, 
- as any Gaſcon, or Provencal, can be to write the modern French. 

You may communicate this Letter to as many of ye Friends as you 
pleaſe; but you muſt take care to,conceal my name , leaſt if it be known , 
[ paſs for an Enemy to the People of God; and thereupon another Mzz- 
chel ſend me oat of the World for a Canaanite or Egyptian with a brace of 
Bul'ets, or a Darke. The Narratives, I humbly conceive, are very pro- 
fitable tobe known : oneofthem affords an'excellent example of counter- 
teit zeal,& the other of Hypocriſie, Phariſaiſmzwhich trom the teginning 
of things hath always been the moſt powerful Engine, which the Corahs 
of all Ages, and Nations have uſed to draw the multitude into Faction 
and Schiſm. Beſides, the knowledge of theſe things will move all good 
Chriſtians to pity the miſerable condition-of our Church, and to pray 
for her both to God, and the King, and likewife undeceive all ingenuous 
Spirits ; that have had the unhappineſs" to be miſguided by the falſe In- 
formations which our Fanaticks ſend toyours. There 15a more ſtridt,and 
Myſterious correſfgondence betwixt them,than the preſent pains in which 
I write, will permit me to relate. But by that time I come next to Lox- 
den, I ſhall be able to diſcover the Cabal/a unto you, which I .ſhall better 
talk in half an hour,than write in many days. In'the mean time let us 
'Tove, honour, and remember one another with pleaſure and reſpect: let 
us pray tor the improvement of our Church, the preſervation of yours, 
and ſerve them both in our ſeveral itations to the utmoſt of our power, 

I have no more to add, but to defire you toremember that my Style 
is Advocate, and not Counſeller at Law ; there's almoſt none here 
knows what that Title means; So that the Poſt-maſter kept your laſt let- 
ter a week, before he could unagine it wasdireRed to 7 
Edinburgh, March 

the 5 h, 1677, Tour moſt Faithfull and Obedient Servant; 


by 


